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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p.m., and read prayers.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—THE RE-
QUEST FOR A DISSOLUTION.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson—
Sussex) [4.33]: On the assembling of the
House yesterday 1 informed members that
consequent upon the amendments made on
Thursday evening last to the Trading Con-
cerns Bill—such amendments being contrary
to the policy of the Government—I had
waited upon His Excellency and asked him
to dissolve the Legislative Assembly, and
that His Exeellency the Governor had ex-
pressed a desire o cousider the matter be-
fore miving his decision. I am now at liberty
to state that His Bxcellency, whilst admit-
ting the justice of my request, expressed
great relnctance to complying therewith, his
reason for such reluctance being that there
was important business awaiting the atten-
tion of Parliament and the Government—
particularly in the matter of preparing for
the reception of returned soldiers—and that
the dissolution of the Legislative Assembly
and the consequent general election would
mean delays that might have serious conse-
quences——

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Did the Governor
say that?

The PREMIER: I ask the hon. member
to accept my statement. This is a respon-
sible statement.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I will do so; I will
not interrmpi any more.
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The PREMIER; His Excelleney has heen
good enough to furpish me with the follow-
ing memorandwn setting out his view on
this aspect of the gquestion—

The Governor feels that at the present
Jjuneture, during this time of war, it is of
vital imporiance in the interests of the
Empire, the State, and our soldiers, to
avoid the turmoil and expense of a general
election——

Mrv., Munste: He did not think that when
there were 24 members bebind the Treas-
ury bench. .

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Premier
must be allowed to make his statement with-
out interruption.

The PREMIER.: His Excellency's
randum continues—

and with that end in view he would be

glad if the Premier and the leader of the

Country party would confer, and endeav-

onr to come fo some understanding where-

by the business of the session may be pro-
ceeded with, more especially taking into
consideration the fact that a general elec-
tion is due in October next. (Signed.}
Harry Barron, Governor. 6th February,
1917.
The Government cordially endorse His Ex-
cellency’s opinion and have no other desire
than to proceed diligently with the work al-
ready in hand for the making of provision
for the returned soldier. The Government
recognise that this work will demand their
best and most constant efforts, combined
with the hearty co-operation of all parties
in Parliament and of the publie of this State.
At the same time the Government were not
prepared to set aside well established econsli-
tutional precedents, or to continne to ad-
minister the affairs of the State unless sup-
ported by a majority of the members of the
Legislative Assembly, In view of His Ex-
celleney’s reluetance to grant a dissolutien
before all the possibilities of the position
had been exhansted, the Government in-
vited all those members sitting on the right
of the Speaker to meet and discuss the situ-
ation. As a result of that meeting the Gov-
ernment received abundant assurances of
continued and solid support, and we were
also satisfied that the carrying of the adverse
votes on Thursday evening was in no way
due to waning loyalty on the part of those

memo-
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sitting behind the Government, but to the
temporary absence of members who had not
expected that such absence wonld be taken
advantake of to embarrass the Government.
With the cencurrence of my eolleagues I
consequently waited upon His Excellency in
company with Mr. Willmotit, leader of the
Country party, and informed him that in
view of his expressed reluctance to dissolv-
ing Parliament at the present junciore, I
had consulied the supporters of the Govern-
ment and was able to assure bim of the
ability and willingness of the Government
to continue to administer the affairs of the
State. Tt will be remembered that the pres-
ent Government did not come into power
until after the time usunally appointed for the
assembling of Parliament. The necessary
Ministerial elections further delayed public
husiness, and on the re-assembling of Par-
liament after those elections it was deemed
desirable by all sections of the House to
further adjourn so as to permit members to
tnke part in the referendum campaign on
the guestion of compulsory military service.
A few weeks later a further lengthy ad-
journment was vendered necessary by the

Premiers’ Conference in  Melbourne,
and the intervention of the Christ-
mas holidays. The vresult has Deen
that the time available has been in-

adequate for the diseharge of the business
the Government desired Parliament to tran-
sact, and we are now faced with the excep-
tional, and I wventure to say, altogether un-
welcome, experience of a summer session.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: On a point of order,
Whilst the House is prepared to listen to the
Premier’s statement in regard to His Exeel-
leney’s reply io his request, it is abselutely
unfair for the Premier to introduce contro-
versial matters in connection with that state-
ment,

The PREMIER: Does the hon. member
say it is controversial to enumerafe the ad-
journments of the House? I elaim the privi-
lege of making a statement.

Mr. SPEAKER: Consequent on what oe-
curred yesterday, it is but natural for the
House to expect some statement from the
Premier. As to what the Premier introduces
in that statement, as to whether it is or is
not eontroversial, T am not the judge. T can
only say that no discussion can be allowed
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on a statement of this character. T am not
the judge of whether the Premier is within
his rights or beyond them in elaborating his
remarks.

The PREMIER: The desire of the Gov-
ernment—and I venture to think the desire
of hon. members—is that the session should
not be unduly prolonged, and that Ministers
should be afforded the opportunity they bhave
not previously enjoyed of a few months dili-
gent work in iheir departments, uninter-
rupted by the heavy claims of Parliamentary
business. Second only in importance to the
making of adequate provision for the re-
turned soldier, is the need for placing the
finances of the State on a sound basis. The
Government aim at achieving this end in
three ways, namely:—1. Economy in ad-
ministration; 2. Inereased taxation; 3. En-
couragement of additional population and
increased wealth production. So far as
economy in administration is eoncerned, the
Government are not prepared fo embark up-
on any hysterical scheme of retrenchment
that would ignore either the proper require-
ments of the public or the doing of justice
to the servants of the State.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: On a point of
order. 1 maintain that the Premier is going
far beyond what should be allowed under
privilege, and is now getting into questions
of poliey. Apparenily he has no sense of
justice,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I can only re-
iterate what I have already said, namely,
that the Premier is entitled to make a state-
ment, and that T am not the judge as to the
character of his observations, which may or
may not be controversial.

Mr. Hudson: It is a matter of taste.

Mr. SPEAKER:
Premier himself.

The PREMIER: The effecting of econo-
mies has already occupied much of the at-
tention of Ministers, and steps have been
taken in several directions. The effect of
these economies cannot be immediately felf,
and the further advancement of the work de-
mands more time than Ministers have
vet been able to give to it. In this
eonnection it i1s important to remember
that the chief inerease in publie ex-

It is a matter for the
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penditure has been in the interest and
sinking fund bill, which has grown by
nearly three-quarters of a million sterling
during the past six years, with practically
no inereased profits from the undertakings
in whieh the horrowed money has been spent.
The Government recognise that care must be
exercised in the imposition of new taxzalion.
Our people are already burdened by speeial
Commonwealth taxation necessitated by the
war, and such new taxation as is imposed
for State purposes must be so adjusted as
not to defer. the development of our in-
dustries or to press harshly on any
seclion of the community, The need
for some measure of new taxation
arises partly from the large diserep-
ancy at present rvevealed between ecur-
rent revenue and expenditure, partly from
the need to provide £100,000 per annum for
the elimination of the existing deficit during
the next 30 vears, and partly by our ohliga-
tion to bear our share of the cost of repat-
riation, In view of the fact that any measure
of new taxation (hat might now be passed
would operate to only a limited extent dur-
ing the eurrent year, the Government have
determined to withdraw the taxation pro-
posals already tabled, to ask Parliament to
re-enact the existing land and income tax,
and to defer the intreduction of new taxza-
tion nntil the next session of Parliament, to
meet about the close of the preseat firancial
vear, in the meantime giving careful con-
sideration to the question of the necessary
extent and inecidence of such taxation. In
rehabilitating the finances of the State, the
Government teel that reliance must be placed
chiefly upon the expansion of population
and the increase of wealth production, and
the Government’s energies will he bent in
that direction. The Government therefore
propose to confine the husiness of the pre-
sent session to such measures as are neces-
sary to remedy palenl and admitted defects
in ¢ertain existing legislation, to reasonably
facilitate desired public economies, and to
aid in the development of the resourees of
the country. 1 have only to add that the first
act of the Government, so far as this Cham-
ber is concerned, will be to recommit the
State Trading Concerns (No. 2) Bill with a
view lo restoring it to a condition in accord-
ance with the policy of the Govermment.

[ASSEMBLY.]

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Works: Aundit of ac-
counts of the State brickworks for the year
ended 30th June, 1916.

By the Minister for Industries: Return of
premiumsg paid to five insurance companies
on 1915-16 wheat harvest (asked for by Mr.
Smith).

FPORM OF QUESTION.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-Narro-
gin) [4.50]: T observe, Mr. Speaker, that
the question relative to return steamer pas-
sages between VWestern Australia and the
Eastern States, of which question 1 gave
notice, has been altered. Tn the fourth para-
graph of the question I referred to the ae-
Lion of the shipping companies as “the pre-
datory methods’’ of “modern pirates.” That
expression has been struck out of the form
of notice which T gave, and other words
have been substituted. T feel that, in point
of fact, the shipping companies are acting
as modern pirates, and that, in the eireum-
stances, the term I used was very applicable.
T shounld like to know why my words were
altered?

Mr. SPEAKER [4.51]: The form of
question was altered beeause, under the rules
governing questions, the words referred to
were not necessary for the purposes of the
question. A queslion must not contain any
argument, inference, epithet, or irrelevant
matter; and any such matfer confained in
questions must be struck out.

QUESTION — INDUSTRIES ASSIST-
ANCE BOARD, INSURANCE OF
CROPS.

Mr. SMITH asked the Minister for In-
dusiries: 1, What are the names of the fire
insurance companies to whom £22,216 10s.
2d. was paid for insurance of the 1915-16
harvest, with the amount of premium to each
company? 2, The names of the companies
wlo paid the £2,475 losses, with amount paid
by each company?

The MINTSTER FOR INDUSTRIES re-
plied: 1, All the premiums were paid, for
distribution to the companies, direct {o the
Underwriters’ Asscciation. So far as the In-
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dustries Assitance Board’s records show, the
distribution is as shown in the paper to be
laid upon the table of the House. 2, The
board have no record of the distribution of
the amount paid fo the Fire Underwriters’
Association under arrangement for the com-
pletion of the insurance by it.

QUESTIONS (2) — RAILWAY EX-
PRESS, KALGOORLIE.
Overcrowding.

Mr. GREEN asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Is he aware that on some days
during Lhe last Christmas holidays the Kal-
goorlie-Perth express was so overcrowded
that some of the second-class passengers had
to stand both in the corridors and on the
platforms of the cars for the 15 hours occu-
pied by the journey? 2, If the facts are as
stated, will he take steps to see that pro-
vision on the ex Kalgoorlie express for
second-class passengers will be made in
tuture, so that all passengers booked may
secure cowfortable seating accommodation?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, I am advised that, on one oeccasion,
there was a great rush of passengers at the
last moment, in consequence of which the
train had to be run in two divisions. A nam-
ber of second-elass passengers were mnot
satisfied o wait for the second division, but
rushed the first train, thus overcrowding it.
1 undersiand that there was plenty of room
in the eoaches of the second division. 2, This
is always the aim of the department, and
the overcrowding on the date mentioned was
really cansed by the passengers themselves.

Compartment Carriages,

Mr. GREEN asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: I, Is he aware that in the express
leaving Kalgoorlie last Sunday evening, a
compartment carriage was provided for a
number of first-class passengers? 2, Is he
further aware that this class of carriage
prevents many of the passengers (ladies
particulariy) from having reasonable aceess
io the dining car or to the drinking water on
the corrider carriages? 3, Will be see that
only corridor earriages are provided on
this lengthy and fatigning railway journey
in future?
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, The passengers travelling
in side door coaches do not, of course, have
the same degree of access to the dining car
as is afforded to those travelling in corridor

cars, but drinking water is provided
in each compartment. 3, Whenever pos-
sible this is donme, bui on the date

in question the train was exeeptionally
heavy, and bad a corridor coach been sub-
stituted the load would have been increased
to snch an exlent as {0 necessitate two
engines being employed from Kalgoorlie to
Northam, whereas by attaching a side door
coach one engine only was required.

QUESTION—RAILWAY EXPRESS,
ALBANY.

Mr. NAIRN asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: What was the number of first and
second class passengers carried by Albany
express (mixed train to Katanning) on
Tharsday, the 25th Jannary last, and what
was the aceommodation provided?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: Passengers ez Albany, 18 first and
33 second class, which was reduced from
Mount Barker onward to 10 first and 22
second class. The accommodation provided
was, seating aeccommodation, first elass, 25;
second class, 90.

QUESTION—INTERSTATE SHIPPING
COMBINE, RETURN PASSAGES.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Pre-
mier: 1, Are the Governmeni aware that
the Interstate shipping combine now refuse
to issue return passages by the Australian
ships trading between Western Australia
and the Bastern States? 2, Are the Gov-
ernment aware that the ostensible reason for
this action was the coal strike, which was
amicably setfled several weeks ago? 3, Are
ihe Government aware that the cosl of a first
class return passage from Fremanile has
been thereby increased, as follows: to Ade-
laide, from £10 5s. to £13 10s., increase
£3 5s.; to Melbourne, from £13 1ds. to £18,
inerease £4 10s.; to Sydney, from £16 10s.
io £22, increase £5 10s.; with corresponding
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increases in second class fares? 4, Will the
Government bring this matter under the no-
tice of the Prime Minister, with a reguest
that the Federal Price Fixing Tribunal be
asked to prevent, at least during the con-
tinuance of the great war, the further ex-
ploitation of the people of Australia by the
firms who have introduced these methods
into their control of interstate shipping?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes,
but it is elaimed by the steamship eompanies
that the settlement involved them in very
largely increased expenditure through the
advance in the price of eoal. 3, The increase
in first class fares is as stated, and the in-
crease in second class fares is £2 10s. in each
case, whether to Adelaide, Melbourne, or
Sydney. Third class fares have not been
altered, as it was never the practice to issue
third class return tickets. 4, The Government
will ask the Prime Minister to have the mat-
ter investigated. The shipping eompanies
contend that, whilst all their cosls have in-
creased enormously since the war, and they
have becn subjected to very costly delays
through the action of wharf lumpers in hold-
ing aup ships at different ports, there has
been no increase in passenger fares—other
than {hat now imposed—since the war, and
no increase in the general cargo freight rates
around the Australian coast.

QUESTION—RAILWAY CONSTRUC-
TION, NYABING-PINGRUP.

Mr. THOMSON asked the Minister for
Works: 1, When does he propose to start
the Nyahing to Pingrup ratlway extension?
2, Does he propose to call public lenders for
this railway, or will the work be proceeded
with at once by dav labour, as in the case of
Kondinin to Merredin railway?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, It depends npon the delivery of rails from
the Broken Hill Proprietary Co., which may
be this month, or may bhe delayed through
lack of available shipping. 2, If rails are
available within the next three months it
may be possible to utilise the men and plant
from the Kondinin northward railway and
eonstruet the work by day labour. As the
work on this railway is very light, and as the

[ASSEMBLY.]

sleepers will be supplied by the deparlment
from sawmill stoek on band, it is thought
that the line would not offer sufficient in-
ducement to contractors to put in tenders.

QUESTION—PARLIAMENT BUILD-
INGS, POLICE GUARD.

Hon. P. COLLIER asked the Premier: 1,
When were police officers and special con-
stables first placed on guard over Parlia-
ment buildings? 2, Was this action taken
through fear of a possible attack on the
lives of members, or for the safety of the
buildings? 3, Are the lives and property
of private citizens not equally deserving of
this speeial protection? 4, Is it intended to
continue this unnecessary expenditure? 5,
What lLias been the cost to the present date?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Oclober 30th,
1916. 2, Action taken to profect life and
property. 3, Protection is afforded to the
life and property of all citizens. 4, The
serviees of the special constables employed
at the outset have been dispensed with, and
it ig intended to confinue for the fime being
the employment of the regular members of
the force at present detailed for duty af
Parliament House. 5, Cost: special con-
stables’ wages, £39 1ls. 7d.; out-of-pocket
expenses of rvegular police to 31st January,
1917, £2 Gs. Total, £61 17s. 7d.

SELECT COMMITTEE TRUST FUNDS,
EXTENSION OF TIME.

Mr. SMITH (North Perth) [5.0]: T re-
gret T have to ask a further extension of
time for the select committee in which to
bring up their report. We have been await-
ing the return of a certain witness and un-
fortunately he has not yet arrived. I move—

That the time for bringing up the re-
port be exiended wntil next Twesday.

Question put and passed.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT AMENDMENT.
Report of Committee adopied.
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BILL—STATE TRADING CONCERNS
{(No. 2.)

Recommittal.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. J. George—Murray) [53]: I beg to
Hove—

That the Bill be re-commilled so as lo
permit the moving of the following am-
endments:—1, That a clause be inserted,
to stand ds Clause 4, in the lerms of
Clause 4 as printed in the Bill as intro-
duced. 2, Thal a clause be inserled, lo
stand as Clause 25 as follows——Power to
sell or leuse trading concerns—+25. Sub-
ject as hereinafter provided, the Minister
may sell or leuse any trading comcern for

such amount, and upon such terms and

conditions as may be approved by the

Governor in Council: Provided that any

conlradl for the sale or lease of a trading

concern shall be laid before both I ouses
of Parlicwent within fourteen days after
the wnaking -theveof if Parliament is then
sifting, ond if ndt, within fourteen days
after the commenecement of the next session
of Parliuwent ; and if either House of Pdr-

Lianigrit passes a ‘resolution objecting

theréto, such contract or lease shall be

void.” 3. That a Clause be imserted, to
stand we'Olduse 26 in the terms of Clause

26 as printed in the Bill as introduced. 4,

That a ‘Schedule be inserted in the terms

of the Schedule as printed in the Bill as

. introduced.

Hon. W. 'C. ANGWIN (Norih-East
Fremantle) [53.5]: If this motion is ear-
ried, would it be -netessary for ‘the Min-
ister 1o diseuss the Bill in detail? On the
Notiee Paper there were notices of amend-
menis for ‘the purpose of considering sev-
eral other dlauses than those specified in dhe
motion. .

Hoin. J. SCADDAN (Brownhill-Tvan-
hoe) 656]: I propose to objeét ‘to the
re-cotiimiftal of Ehis Bill in the Tform
suggested, Tf the Glovernment desire 'to re-
vommit the measure, ‘they should re-commit
it for fhe consideration of the Bill in detail.
The Minister knows very well that when ihe
Bill was previously héfore the Coimmitiee
certain amendmerits had been placed on the
Notice Paper hy the member for Guildford
affecting certain other clauses. Wlen those
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clanses were struek out the member did oot
proceed with his amendments. [f the Gov-
erumeni propose_to reintroduee the Bill for
the purpufe of re-inserting the strueck out
clunses, it is reasonable to ask the Govern-
ment to agree to the re-consideration of the
Rill in detail so that the Commiltee may have
an opportunity of dealing with lbe amend-
ments whieh wonld have been moveid by the
member for QGuildford. The procedure
adopted {o-day appears to me to be some-
thing in the nature of a farce. Surely the
Government are in charge of the business
of the House. They arrange the Notice
Paper, and they ought to know, if any one
does, the position of their members when the
House meets.

The Premier:
with the question.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: It has everything to
do with it? If every time the Government
loses a Bill or certain clauses of a Bill, we
are to ‘have the Bill recommitted it will mean
delaying the important -business of the coun-
try for the purpose of enabling the Govern-
ment to earry its poind.

The Premier: That is what you are
doing now, delaying business.

Hou. J. SCADDAN : Nothing of the kind.
In my opinion ‘this method of conducting
the business of the eountry is somecthing
worse than a farce,. We have had a state-
ment from the Premier arising out of what
happened on Thursday last. He made the
assertion that he had received the deeision
ot the Governor and a meeting of ‘the two
parties in caucas was held.

Mr. SPEAKER: What has that to do
with the motion?

Hon. J. SCAPDAN: Tt has everything to
do with it.

Mr. SPEAKER: You have no right to
discuss the statement made by the Premier
on this motion for the recommiital of the
Bill.

Hon. J. SCAPDAN: T am diseussing ‘the
Premiev’s statemerit 50 far as it affects the
recommital of ihe Bill. The Bill is propesed
to be recommitted beeause we 'had a state-
ment from ‘the Premier that the ‘two parties
met in conference immediately ‘the Fouse
rose on Thursday and ‘that they eame to an
agreentent on "that question.

That has nothing to do
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The Minister for Works: There was no
meeling or Tharsday last.

Hom.'J. SCADDAN: Will the Minister
tor Works permit me to address the House.
The meeting I refer to was held last might
after the Fouse rose. Tmmediately preced-
ing 1he meeting of the two parties the Pre-
mier told the House that he had submitled
u request to His Exeellency the Governur
for a dissolution but had not reeeivert any
reply. Now we learn that the two parlies met
in conference immediately after the House
rose and decided on a certain course of ae-
tion insofar as the Trading Conecerns Bill is
concerned, and then the Premier immediately
took a private member of the House to His
Excelleney the Governor and advised him

that they had come to an arrangement nnder’

which they would be able to work together
m the foture. It 15 a most extraordinary
position. ‘

The Premier: I must take exception 1o
the statement. Is the hon. member in order?

Ifon. J. SCADDAN: May 1 be permitied
to respectfuily point out that ihe Premier
has made a statemenf with regard to the
business of the Honse and in the cowrse
of that staiement we are informed that the
twoe parties met inunediately after the House
rose and that after conferring together they
had decided on a cerfain line of acton re-
garding this Bill.

My, Taylor: And the taxation praposals.

Bon. J. SCADDAN: Yes. bnt 1 am con-
fining myself to the Trading Coneerns Bill.
He told. us he was able to make a statement
fo His FExcellency the Governor ensuring
that the business of the House might be pro-
cecded with.

Mr. SPEAKER: In order fo make the
matter clear before this discussion proceeds
further, T wish to say the motion before the
House is that the Bill be recommitted so Tar
as to permit the moving of eertain nmend-
ments. The question before the House is
that motion and nothing else. What may
or may not be vesponsible for the moving
of the motion is not the subjeet for
discussion now. I think the leader of
the Opposition will have to reserve his
remarks for some other oceasion. The
point has heen taken and I have to
rule in accordance with the Standing
Orders. The question now before the Houze

rcause the practice may grow up in
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1 st alreasdy read and not some other mat-
ters whirh may be responsible for the
nmotion.

How. J. SCADDAN: The question before
the House is that the Bill be recommitted for
cevtain purposes and I am pointing out that
it is heing recommiited beeause of an ar-
rangzemen( nade hefween fhe {wo parties.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
her cannot diseuss that.

Moen. J. SCADDAN:
what | may speak on?

Mr. SPEAKER: I would like to bhelp
the leader of the Opposition, but cannot help
lim if by doing so I am allowing him
lo abuse the rules of the House. 1
have no desire 1o interrupt the hon, member;
hut the malier appears to me thus, that the
only motion to be discussed is that moved
hy the Minister for Works.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: The wmotion moved
by the Minister for Works is that the Bill
e recommitied, and [ want to show reasons
why it should not be recominitted. One rea-
gon [ am endeavouring to point out is be-
this
House whenever the Government finds itself
for the time being in a minority on a clanse
or a Bill to'move for 1he recommittal of the
13ill,

Mr. SPEAKER: [ would point out to the
leader of the Opposilion that his objeer
would be achieved by moving that a certain
Standing Qrder be rescinded.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: The constitution of
our Standing Orders provides many things
we do not attempt to do, and they provide
also against many things which our friends
oposite are now doing, T am not diseussing
the Standing Orders, but merely giving rena-
sons why the Bili should not be recommiticd.

The Premier: You are defyving the Speak-
er’s ruling.

Ton. J. SCADDAN: I repeat I can see
no reason why the important business of the
couniry-—and we have been told hy the West
_Justralian that there is important husiness
requiring attention and that. has bheen re-
echoed this afternoon by the Premier—
should be neglected for the purpose of re-
commitiing a Bill with the object of inseri-
ing what we are told is a matter of poliey
of the past. All other things must he neg-
Jeeted and we must sit down and recommit

Will vou Lell me
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the Lill until such time as the Government
can bring along a majority in order lo force
their pelicy on to the country. 1 objeet 1o
fhat, 1f£ the Government desire to be fair.

The Premier: You were very fair
Thursday,

Heon. J. SCADDAN: 1 do not wish te dis-
cuss what happened last Thursday. We un-
doubredly exercised our right, as His Maj-
esty’s Oppostlion, and having the nambers
hehind us in amending a Bill thal we oh-
jected to, in the manner that we desired.

last

Mr. Foley: The only frouble was we did |

not @0 far enough.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: The wmember for

Guildford (Hon. W. D. Johnson) had cer- -

tain amendments on the Notice Paper, but
those were nol discussed, owing (o other
amendments having been made, and all 1
desive is that the Government in recommit-
ting. the Bill might agree to have the whole
Rill reconsidered in detail so as to allow the
amendmenis of the member for Guildford
(o be hrought up. That is only a reasonable
and fair request. 1f the Premier agrees to
adopt that course T shall raise no further
ohjection to the recommittal of the Bill.
Surely be will noi® take up the position of
-guving that as we gained our point on Thurs-
day evening by deleting certain elanses whicl
we considered objectionable, he will refuse
to allow the Commitiee to disenss others.

The Premier: Yow would not allow us to
report progress. .

Hon. .J. SCADDAN: Why was there occa-
sion to report progress? The Premier is al-
ways telling us that we should do some work.

The Minister for Works: Why did vou in-
terfere with Clause 259

Hon. J. SCADDAN: Just to save the
Minister for Works from further disgrace.
Tn any case. he eould not have passed that
clanse because he has since lad to meet his
supprorters in conference and eome down
with an amendment which is more in accord
with their wishes. Now he asks why we de-
leted Clause 25.

The Minister for Warks: T think t{he dis-
araee rests with vou,

Hon. J. SCADDAN: We struek out cer-
{ain things in the Bill. and now we are giv-
ine the Government an opportunity of rein-
troducine the measure so as to conform
with the desire expressed hy their own sup-
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porters.  We struck out Clause 25 becanse
the supporiers ol the Government would
have helped to strike ¥ out. The Uovern-
ment should agree to recommit lhe Bill in
order thal it may be considered in detail, and
so0 that lhe amendments which the member
for Guildford had oo the Notice Taper
might e jlaced before the Commiltee. L
move an amendment—

That the words “Clauses 4, 25, 26 and
the Schedule as introduced” be struck out
and the words “for the purpose of con-
sidering the Bill in detail” be inserted.

My, Hudson: The molion itself is not in
order according to Standing Order 295.

Mr. SPEAKER : The leader of the Oppo-
sition will achieve the objecl he desires if he
moves to strike ont all the words after “re-
commitied.” The Bill which is now the sub-
jeet of disenssion is the amended Bill.

Mr. Taylor: We have not seen a copy of
it. e

Mr. SPEAKER: The House ab present
knows no other Bill."

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Can the discussion
be limiled to the clauses which are men-
{ioned?

Mr. SPEAKER: Once the Bill has been
recommitted any amendment may be con-
sidered.

Pomt of Order.
Mr. Hudson: On a point of order, L
would draw attention to Standing Order 295,
which savs, “On the motion for the adop-

‘tion of the report the whole Bill may, on

motion be recommitied.’”” We want the
whole Bill. The motion moved by the Min-
ister for Works refers to Clause 4, 23, 26,
and the Schedule as introduced. Ave they
now in the Bill before the House? Can we
recommit the Rill in respeet io what is not
in the Bill itself? How ean we recommit
the whole of .the Rill when certain clauses

.are not there? .

Mr. Speaker: The Sfanding Ovders pro-
vide that a Bill may on motion be recom-
miited and further amendments made. What
the Minister for Works proposes is that the
Rill be recammitied for the purpose of mov- "
ing certain amendments, If his motion is
earried he will he able tg,move those amend-
ments. The leader of the Opposition desires
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'that the whole Bill -shall ‘be recommiiied.
When the Bill is ‘recommitted the leader of
the QOpposition 'will be ahle to -move any
amendments "he -desires ‘provided ‘that ‘the
amendment is -relevant ‘to the Bill.

Hon. J. Seaddan: The member for ¥il-
garn (Mr. Hudson) :has asked whether it is
permissible tb -move for the recommittal of
a Bill and confine thdt recommittal fo cer-
tain clanses. The Standing Order which has
been yuoted reads, “On the motion .for the
adoption of -the report ‘the -whole Bill may,

on molion, ibe recommiited and .further

amendments made,” The Minister for
"Works is only .permitting the -Bill to be re-

commifted Tor the purpose of certain amend--

ments only being made ‘to .portion of the
‘Bill. At any rate, we can gét over the whole
of the difficulty if’the Government will agree
“to ‘the suggestion T have made.

Mr. Spedker: The Minister Tor Works did
‘not thove fhe ‘motion in the teris sét olit in
the Notice Paper. He moved in the dirée-
titn of recotitnitting the Bill -so ifar as to
permit the moving of -eéftain nmendibents.
Thai was perfeéfly in vrder.

Mr. Hullson: THdt is limiting the scope.

Mr, Speaker: That may limit the scope,
but thit is‘theintention df the Minister for
Works. The Héealéy UF 'the Oppbsifion ‘has
now the right to move that all the -wirds
after “recommit” be struck out. That will
permit the moving of any amendment de-
sired by any mémber -of the House.

Mr. Hudson: Tf the amendment that is
‘proposed is earried, ‘then 'the aimendments
which werebn the ‘Nohee Paper in the name
‘of the 'member for Guildford may be pro-

posed. , N
Mr. Spedker: That is go. _
Mr. Hudson: °H, on ‘the oiher hand, 'the

“Minister for va-ks with ‘the 'following he
has arranged for, defeals ‘thie  amendment
proposed by 'the leafler of “the "Opposition,
‘then the motion will stand and only certain
elauses will be considered. I eoritend that is
not in acedrduiite with the Slanding Orders,
find it is-on'that thit I woulll like a ruling.

Hon. ¥. D. :@onndlly ‘(Honorary ‘Minis-

ter}: You ‘are “ebnfusing Standing Order
205 with the 'motion movell by the Minister
for Works.

Mr., Speakdr: With respect to the point
taken by the member »for Yilgarn, I rule
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that the inotion moved by the Minister 'for
Works is in order. 'The House has ‘power tn
order as lie desires by his motion.

Mr. Hudson: As Clanse 4 has been de-
leted from the Bill, it is not being recom-
mitled, and vet it is referred to in the motion
as we have it. What is Clause 4%

The Minister for Works: The same as in
the old Tl

My, Huadson: It is nothing of fhe kind.

Mr. Speaker: Order! The ‘hon. member
is reading from the Notice Paper. “The mo-
tion moved by the Minister for "Works is
not the motion set out on the Ndtice Paper.
He has altered {he terms of his -motion,
which does not include Clause 4.

Mr. Hudsyn: The Minister for Works
has given ‘the House notice of a 'motion,
‘but hags moved another, which iy bt Hair
to the House.

Mr. Spedker: What ‘the Miniter for
Works has done-isquite inlkedping with the
Standing Orders of the House.

Hon, P.*Collier: The motion-as‘moved by
the Minister ‘for Works is nét in the same
terms as it appears in ‘the addendum ‘te the
Wotice Paper. .

Mr. Speaker: That is yuite'correct, It is
quite possible that 'the Minister for Works
riiay see oceasion 'fo alter the teriis ‘of his
igtion.

Hon. P, Collier: He wiglit have explained
it at the finde.

Mr. Speaker: And ihere is'nb dbjedtion
lo that conrse beihg taken.

Mr. Taylor: You have aceepted -the
amendment of ‘the leader of the -Opposition
-to the motion as it appears on lhe addendum
to the Notice Paper.

Mr. Speaker: I have.

Mr. Taylor: But the hon. gentleman 'never
imoved -it. The words lhat the leader of the
“Qpposition proposed to strike ‘out are ot
¢ontained in the motion as we now ‘huve it.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member is under
a misconception. The Minister for Works
did not move the motion as it appeared ‘on
the addendum but moved that which 1 'have
read out to the House. That is the motion to
which the leader of the Opposition proposes
‘to move an amendment,

Mr. Mullany: Should the motion, as now
moved by the Minister for Works, be-earried
without alteration, wilt it then be possible
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for another member of the Committee to
rmove further amendments, or diseuss other
clanses in the Bill, apart from those men-
tioned by the Minister for Works?

Mr. Speaker: No, it will not. If the
amendment proposed by the leader of the
Opposition is earried, such a course will bhe
possible.

Mr, Hudson: I understand the motion of
the Minister for Works to be that the Bill
be recommitted, with a view to certain
amendments being proposed after that re-
committal takes place. The actnal and sub-
stantial motion is that the Bill be recom-
ritted, namely the whole Bill as it left the
House, but he adds to that “with a view fo
the insertion of further amendments.” That
is only an expression of opinion and is nol
a substantial part of his motion. I submit it
is mere surplusage and should be deleted and
ruled out as not in order in the motion. The
only motion that can be moved is that the
Bill be recommitted. I submit that all the
words after “recommittal” need not be
moved to be struck out by way of amend-
ment, but that they should be ruled by you
as being out of order under the Standing
Orders.

Mr. Speaker: Were I to rule as desired
by the hon. member, I would be ruling con-
trary to the well known practice of the
House. T can only rnle as T have ruled, and
do not intend to rule in any other way.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It is directly con-
trary to Standing Order 295.

Debate Resumed,

Hon. J. SCADDAN (Brown Hill-Ivan-

hoe) [545]: I now move an amendment—

That «all the words after ‘“recommittal”’

be struck out ana the words “to enable the

Bill to be reconsidered in detail” inserted
in liew.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret)[ 541]: 1
second the amendment.

Mr. HUDSON (Yilgarn) {542]: The
leader of the Opposition has moved an
amendment that certain words he struck out,
so that the rest of the resolution would not
be inelnded in the motion. I contend that
the original motion should be put as you
have put the amendment now. The motion
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that should go to the House should be that
the Bill be recommitted, and stop there.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already decided
that point. It cannot be raised again.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
[5.43): In the event of the amendment be-
ing defeated, would I be permitted to move
that certain other clauses be considered in
addition to those already mentioned by the
Minister for Works?

Mr. SPEAKER: If the umendment pro-
posed by the leader of the Opposition is
carried it will throw the Bill open for any
amendment. If it is defeated the diseussion
must be confined to the proposals of the Min-
ister for Works.

Hon. J. SCADDAN (Brown Hill-Ivan-
hoe) [5.44]): If my amendment is defeated,
could the member for Guildford then move
an amendment adding other clauses to the
motion, so that they, too, could be discussed?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member can
effect that purpose.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret) [5.45]: In
support of the amendment, I think the Min-
ister for Works will realise that there is
some necessity for dealing with the whole of
the Bill if neeessary. While he is desirous
of placing the Bill before the Committee,
with the object of inserting clauses which it
is desired by the Government as part of their
policy fo put in, he ought to be just as
anxious to place the Bill before the Commit-
tee in its original condition., The Minister
desires to put back in the Bill something
which was removed from it in Committee
last week.

The Minister for Works: You passed the
other things.

Mr. TAYLOR: We passed them conse-
quent upon the objectionable portions being
removed. We desire to be able to——

The Minister for Works: Hinder the Bill
becoming law.

Mr. TAYLOR: To prevent objectionable
principles being embodied in the Bill. The
Minister should accept the amendment.
There are very few clanses in the Bill which
wonld be affected by the amendments desired
to be made by the member for Guildford. If
we carry the motion it will preclude the mem-
per for Guildford and this side of the House
from dealing with the amendments which
were on the Notice Paper last Thuorsday
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night. Why is the Minister afraid that we
shail debate these clauses to-day? The reason
why they were not debated on Thursday was
because the objeetionable provisions had
been removed from the Bill and there was
no necessity. Why should not the Govern-
ment allow these clauses to be debated if
necessary now?

The Minister for Works:
want fo gef on with the business of the
country.

Mr. TAYLOR: T think the Government
should accept the amendment to allow mem-
bers to deal with the whole of the Bill. It
is not fair to place a portion only of the
Bill before the House. This is no new Bill.
It is the same Bill that we had hefere us on
Thursday and we desire to discnss the whole
Bill and the Government should enable that
to be done.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. J. George—Murray-Wellington) [5.46]:
The member for Guildford tabled a number
of amendments which be was quite within
his rights in doing. 8o would any otber
member have been within his rights in tab-
ling amendments. 1 asked for amendments
so that they might be considered. The
amendments which were tabled, but which
were not disenssed, related to the machinery
clanses of the Bill and T claim that T am
quite right and justified in taking as a rea-
son why the hon. member did not discuss
these amendments was because he found
they were unnecessary. Tt is true that
Clause 4 had been struck out.

Mr. Munsie: Which had a direct bearing
oh these amendments.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It i=
true Clanse 4 had been deleted. If the
abolition of Clanse 4 carried ount the full
desires of the Opposiiion why did they pro-
ceed with any further portion of the Bill
and having got through 20 clauses lake
Clauses 25 and 26 as matters to be debated?
T have a right to lake this assumplion: if
they had the right to debate Clauses 25 and
26 they had a right to debate those clauses
preceding.

Mr. Hudson: Are you going to agree to
the amendment?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, we
are not.

Because we
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My, Munsie: You want to gag us.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Any-
ene who eould gag the bon. member should
have a statute erected to his memary.

Mr. Munsie: But you would gag anyone.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Government do not propose to aceept the
amendment because they consider it unneces-
sary. If there had been discussion neces-
sary members would have diseussed these
clauses on a previous evening. They had a
right to diseuss the clauses then and they id
discuss Clause 25 and 26 but not the others.
There is no reason why these clauses should
be placed before members again,

Mr, Munsie: You did not go to a division
on Claose 25,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: What
we did or did not do are matters of history.

Mr. Foley: And the criticism whieh you
levelled on iwo members of the Country
party who are now in the Chamber 5 also
matter of history. )

The . MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 do
not know to what the hon. member refers.

Mr. Foley: But you have u preity good
idea.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Government do not propose (o accept the
amendment for the reasons [ have stated.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [549]: Where is no doubt in my
mind that on Thursday night several clauses
of the Bill bhad received fair diseussion,
Members will have noted that there ap-
appeared amendments on the Notice Paper
in the name of the member for Guildford.
During the discussion on the second reading
members on the Opposition side of the
Heouse as well as on ihe Ministerial side
strongly objected fo certain clauvses of the
measure. As a matter of faet, the member
for Irwin spoke very strongly in regard to
the financial obligations of the trading con-
cerns, saving that they should be fairly
dealt with. The member for Swan spoke
strangly on the Bill in regard to deprecia-
tion, and other members spoke very strongly
on the action of the Treasurer in taking the
sarplus Tevenne from the trading concerns
and putting it into Consolidated Revenue.
When we saw that the Premier and his col-
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leagues folded their arms and sat down help-
less and would not say aye or nay te any
clause, we assumed that it would be advis-
able al the time to pass the machinery
clauses and strike out the objectionable ones,
The Government were helpless to do any-
thing. They would not attempt to do any-
thing to bring the Bill into a workable
shape. That being so we are justified under
present conditions in asking that an oppor-
tunity shouid be given for considering the
Bill clause by clause as it was first intro-
duced. The Government took no action at
all when the clauses were put they would
not vote; the life was knocked entirely out
of them.  During the last 24 hours they
have become a little lively again but in =
few hours lunger it will be differenl. Mem-
bers who have looked through the Bill eare-
fully must realise that many of the financial
provisions are going to press hard on the
trading concerns, They will have the effect
of placing the trading eoncerns in a worse
light before the public than they actually
are. Take one of the proposed amendments
in rerard to interest. The Government to
show our trading concerns in a worse light
than they actually are have placed a large
amount of interest on the capital on each of
the eoncerns. When ithe Liberal Government
were in office previously nob only did they
not pay inlerest on the working capital but
they did not keep an account of the cost of
the works that were carried oui—the work
done for the various departments under
their own schedules. No interest was charged
for work done at the Fremantle Harbour
workshops, There was no intention, but
now the Alinister, becanse he wauts to show
the publie the coneerns in a wrong light,says
interest should be charged on the works,
whereas it was never charged before. On
the 30th of June last year there was £40,000
owing to the Implement Works at North
Fremantle by various Government depart-
ments. Why should not interest be charged
on the amount of work which was done?

Mr. SPEAKER: This no doubt is very
interesting, but it has no bearing on the
question before the House.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T am giving rea-
sons for the recommittal of the whole of
the clauses. T want t~ show to the public
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ihe honest position of the trading conecerns,
No Government should have an opportunity,
as has been attempled in the past, of plae-
ing the trading concerns before the public
in & worse light than they are.

The Premier: Oh, no; we eould not put
them in a worse light than you did last
February. I never heard such condemnation
before.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: I told the fruth
abont them and started to put them in order.
As an actual prool of what T have been
saying according to the Government’s own
estimates the trading concerns are to henefit
the country this vear by £106,000.

The Minister for Werks: Only expected.

Hon. W. (., ANGWIN: God help the
defieit, if it was not for the tradinz con-
corns.

The Minister for Works: I hope it will be
realised.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I use these argm-
ments for the express purpose of trying to
show members the necessity for reconsider-
ing the whole Bill. T claim the vofe of the
member for Swan in this direction.

Mr. Hickmott: Have these clanses not
been considered previously?

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: No. The Pre-
mier and Ministers folded their arms and
remained silent as if to say “go o the devil.”
I think we on this side e¢an claim the vote
of the member for Swan (Mr. Nairn), who
strongly opposed the proposal that the
Treasurer should fix the amount of deprecia-
tion, deelaring that it required experts.

Mr. SPEAKER: QOrder! T cannot allow
this discussion.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I am not diseuss-
ing, T am merely showing reasons.

Mr. SPEAKER: Unfortunaiely,
reasons have no point.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: It would be a
good point if T could get the vote of the
member for Swan. In the interests of the
trading concerns, we should recommit the
whole Bill and try to put it into proper
shape. Tt is not the first Bill over which the
Government have blundered.  Several of
their measures have been abandoned alto-
gether., The ecarrying of the amendment
wonld give us an opportunity of exchanging
ideas. On a Bill like this it is essential that
the question should be freely discussed.

the
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Last Thursday the Government refused to
take any part whatever in the discussion. It
is the duty of hon. members opposite to help
us get workable schemes for the trading con-
Cerns.

The Minister for Works: The schemes are
all right.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I have said so
time after time, but this is the first cecasion
oh which it has been admitted on that side.
Still, the Bill aims at improving those
sehemes, and therefore it should be fully dis-
cussed. On Thursday night the Govern-
ment refused to help us put these concerns
on a sound footing. The member for Guild-
ford (Hon, W. D. Johnson) proposes to
move amendments in respeet of the auditing
of acconnts and of the disposal of any sur-
plus. I am sure we can make of the Bill a
good working measure.

The Premier: You are inviting the appli-
cation -of the gag.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: 1 am not stone-
walling. T could not do it. This is & most
important Bill. It means the livelihood of
hundreds of men employed in the trading
coneerns, and it means the material assisi-
ance of the farmers and of the State at
large. I hope the Government will allow
the whole Bill {0 be recommitted so that it
may be put into better shape in order to
help them to wipe ont the defieit which, as
a matter of faet, would have been much
larger than it is but for the trading con-
cerns.

Bitling suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
[7.30]: I support the amendment. If the
whole Bill i not recommitted the position
in respeci fo it will be most nnsatisfactory.
If the amendment is carried we ean move
those amendmenis which we on this side of
the House desire. If it is defeated it will
be necessary for us to move for the consid-
eration of the clauses of which amendments
were given notice previous to the debate on
Thursday last. Clanse 25 proposes to give
the Government power to sell, and Clause 26
details where the money shall go in the event
of sueh sale. This last clanse is one of the
most important in the Bill, if not the most
important. If, therefore, Clause 25 is going
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to be reinserted surely Clause 76 must also
be considered. We are going to give the
Governmenl. power to sell these concerns,
involving a million and a quarter of money,
s0 that they ean use the money for the pur-
pose of relieving revenue.

The Minister for Works: Prove it.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: Is the Minister
prepared to extend to us the opportunity
of dealing with this most important elause?
If the motion is earried the House will he
preclnded from doing this.

The Minister for Works: The motion pro-
vides that this shall be dealt with.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It will be a pub-
liec scandal if diseussion on the clause is not
allowed, That emphasises the other amend-
ments which were proposed to the original
Bill. The withdrawal of Subelause 2 of
Clause 4 removed the necessity for a con-
siderable number of amendments, with the
result that they were not moved at all.

The Minister for Works: You recognise
that you wrecked the Bill

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: We have not
done so. The Minister said he particularly
wanted the machinery clauses of the Bill and
we allowed them to go through, If Clause
4 is put back the Bill will be in its original
shape, and the Committee should have the
privilege of discussing the amendments of
which notiee has been given.

The Minister for Works: Clanse 4 does
not affect them.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It has a direct
effect upon them. We on the Opposition
gide of the House are not geiting an oppor-
tunity of disenssing the Bill as we should
do. Seeing that it is a machinery Bill, it
is essenfially one that should be reviewed
in Committee. I do not suppose the dis-
cussion will be reported at any length in
the Government Press, because it is the
Government Press, but it will appear in
Hansard and it will thus be shown thaf the
Bill has heen carefully reviewed. That
being the case, members on the Government
side will have to take the responsibility of
what was done. To-day the public do not
know the exaect provisions of the Bill. The
pablic gather their information from the
eolumns of Honsard out of the eriticisms
which bhave been made coneerning the Bill.
If there is nothing in Hansard and nothing
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in the papers, because the matter has not
been discussed, how are the contents of the
Bili to be conveyed to the publiec? We are
prepared to accept the decision of the
Chamber in regard to the Bill, but
we want the public and members
of the House to realise what they
are voting on. so that they will
take the responsibility of veting with iheir
eyes open and nof blindfolded as many of
them are to-day. The measure has not heen
considered to any great extent by members
supporting the Government. [t cowmpletely
reverses the poliey of the late Government®
as endorsed by the people when they last

appealed to them al a general election. The
present Government are reversing that

policy without any wandate from the people
to do so. This is a Bill of far reaching
effect and vast importance. [f the
Government had gone to the country
and received a mandate frum the
people to carry out these new proposals
we would have had to abide by the decision.

Mr. Hudson: The Governor had to dis-
suade them from their intention of doing so.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: I do not know that
they were very sincere. I am of opinion
that one of the reasons why the Government
did net press for a dissolution is that they
were not prepared to go to the people on
the question of this Bill.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is out of orvder.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOX: It does not alter
the fact that the people have not been con-
sulted and have not given their decision. By
doing whal the Minister for Works pro-
poses, we shall prevent discussion of many
of the main clauses. [ admit that several of
the clanses most objectionable to the Oppo-
sition have been deleted. DBut the whole Bill
wonld not be before the Commiitee if the
motion were carried, and the Opposition
would be out of order in drawing attention
io objectionable features of other clauses.

Mr., SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
bher is repeating himself, and talking all
round the snbject.

Hon, W. D). JOHNSOX : I have no desire
to discuss the matter further. T have tred
to make the House realise the importance of
the question. The amendment moved by the
leader of the Opposition gives scope for dis-
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cussion of the entire Bill in Committee, 1
would be quite satisfied if the Government
would afford the Committee an opportunity
of discussing those clauses in  respect of
which notices of amendment had been given.
1t is essential that the Committee should have
an opportumity of considering amepndments
which members had taken the trouble (o
place on the Notice Paper. If there were
any prospect of amendmenis being sprung,
one conld nnderstand the objection on the
jiart of the Governmment. Bat there can be
no doubt of the genuineness of the amend-
ments of which notice was given,

The Minister for Works: The amendments
are not on ihe Notice Paper.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: They were on
the Noiice Paper yesterday.

My, Hudson: And they had been on the
NXotice Paper for a month,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I appeal for a
veview of the whole Bill in detai], as sug-
gested by the leader of the Opposition; but,
if the House cannot go that length, let us be
reasunable and accord to the country whaf is
its right, namely, a review of the Bill as I
liave suggested.

Amcendment  put, and a division taken
with the following result :—
Ayes ‘- .. .. 18
Noes .. . 22

Majority against .. 4

AYEB.
Mr. Angwin ! Mr. Munsie
Mr. Carpenter Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Chesson ’ Mr. Taylor
Mr. Colller . Mr, Thomas
Mr. Green ‘| Mr. Underwoot.
Mr. Holman Mr. Walker
Mr. Hudson Mr. A. A, Wilson
Mr. w. D. Johnsen | Mr. O'Loghblen
Mr. Lambert {Teler.)
Ar, Mullany

Nozs.
Mr. Buicher Mr. Plessze
Mr. Cornnoclly Mr. Roblnson
Mr. Conningham Mr. Smith
Mr. Gardiner . Mr. 8 Stubbs
Mre. George Mr. Thomson
Mr. Grifiths Mr. Versard
Mr. Harrisen Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Willmott
Mr. E. B. Johnston | Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Hardwlick
Mr. Mitchell (Tetler.y
Mr. Nairn .
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Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I
amendment—

move an

That the following be added to the
malion ;—Clause 4, Subclause 2, line 3—
Strike out “ Pearliument” and insert “Legis-
lotive .lssembly” (lause 7, Subclause 2,
—&lrike out all words after “trading con-
cern' in line three. Claouse 8, par. (a).—
Add after “undertaking” in the last Une,
“such inlerest and sinking fund shall not
be greater than the aclual interest and
sinkcing fund applying to such loan funds.”
Par. (b).—Add after “Governor,” “Before
imposing further contribution to the sinuk-
myg fund the Minister shall take into con-
sideration the depreciation provided for
from the Revenue of the trading concern.”
Clause 9, Subclanse 2.—-Add after “Frea-
surer,” in gecond line, “Dut shall not Ue
greater than the aquerage rate them being
paid on General Loan Funds”  Clause
I0.—Strike out in lines two and three the
words “in the opinion of the Colonmial
Treasurer.” Clause 13.—.:dd the follow-
my  words: “If  such credil is used for
other than the purposes of the trading
concern e current rate of interest shall
he paid into the trading concern account.”
Clause 15.—Add 1he following words: “In
fiving such depreciation due regard shall
be given o the sinking fund provision”
{lause 18.—Add the following words “cur-
rent rate of interest shall be paid inlo the
trading concerns account on the amount
so fransferred.” (lause 23, Subclause 3.—
Add the following words: “but shall not
exceed the average currend rales being paid
on (reneral Loan Funds.” Clause 27.—
Strike out the words “(‘olonial Treasurer,”
in ling 3, and insert “Audilor General®

Mr. MUNSTE (Hannans) [8.0]: I trust
the Minister for Works will agree to this
amendment. T ean understand the objeetion
raised by the Minister fo the previous amend
ment, whieh sought the recommittal of the
whole Bill, but I eannot understand that the
Minister can have objection to this amend-
ment, particularly in view of the reasons
given by him for objecling to the previous
one. Wiien introducing the Bill the Minister
said 1t contained three principles. Two of
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those principles are contained in the two
clauses deleted from the Bill on Thursday
last. The other prineiple, bookkeeping and
putting ithe State trading eoncerns on a
sound footing, is contained in the amend-
ments proposed by the Minister. During the
second reading I stated I was prepared to
give the Minister every assistance to put the
management and hookkeeping arrangements
of the trading eoncerns on a sound basis.
That I am still prepared to do. The amend-
ment asks that the Committee shall have an
epportunity of considering the machinery
clauses. The Minister gave as a reason for
refusing to aecept the amendment by the
leader of the Opposilion that members on
this side of the House had had an oppor-
tunily of discussing the amendments now
moved wlen they were on the Notice Paper
previously., But the whole of these amend-
ments are consequential upon the two main
clanses which were deleted from the Bill.’
Therefore, when the clauses had been deleted
there was no necessity for members to dis-
cuss the amendments. 1 would draw the
Minister’s attention to the last of the amend-
ments proposed by the member tor Child-
ford, and agk him what would be the good of
this Honse debating that proposed amend-
ment after Clause 25 had been struck oul of
the Bill,

The Minister for Works: It is not con-
sequential on Clause 25; it is something en-
tirelv different.

Mr. MUNSIE: T would like the Minister
to explain how it is different.

Hon. P. Collier: If it is not consequen-
tial on the clause, it is inecidental thereto.

The Minister for Works: 1 agree with
vou there.

Mr. MUNSIE: The Minister has stressed
his desire that members should give fair con-
sideration to this Bill and put forward their
hest efforts to give the eountry the hest pos-
sible Bill for the control of the trading con-
eerns. 1 am merely asking the Minister to
be veasonable. 1 realise that the Govern-
menl  will  sueceed in  reinstating  the
iwo eclauses previously struck out, and
thercfore T desire the Committee shall
have an opportunily of diseussing the
management  clauses, Had the Commit-
iee not struck out these eclauses, 1
should have fought as bilterly to have the



[7 FEerRUARY, 1917.]

-amendments ineluded in the Bill, as I did
to have the clanses deleted. I think the
leader of the Opposition will be prepared to
give an undertaking that the amendments
will be diseussed without undue delay and
that we, on this side of ihe House, are pre.
pared to pass all the other eclauses than those
in respect of which amendments have been
moved by the Minister and the member for
Guildford. The Minister must admit that if
the amendments suggested by the member
for Guildford be carried, it would make a
considerable difference to the management
portion of the Bill. 1 therefore trust the
Minister will atford us an opportunity of
discussing those clauses in the interests of
the Biil itself and in the interests of the
country.

Amendment put and a divizion taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . . ..
Noes - .- .. ..o 22
Majority against 4
AYES,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Mullany
Mr. Carpenter Mr. Munsie
Mr. Cherson Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Collier Mr. Taylor
Mt Green Mr. Thomas
Mr. Holman Mr, Underwood
Mr. Hudson Mr. Walker
Mr. W, 1. Johnson Mr. A, A. Wilson
Mr. Lambert Mr., ¢’'Loghlen
(Teller.)
NoEes.
Mr. Buticher Mr. Nairn
Mr. Connolly Mr. Plesse
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Robioson
Mr. Gardiner Mr. Smith
Mr, Giarge Mr. S. Stubbs
Mr. Grifiths Mr. Thomson
Mr. Harrlson Mr. Veryard
Mr. Hlckmoti Mr. Wansbrough
M. K. T Jabnston AMr. Willmolt
Mz, Lefroy Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Mitchell Mr. Hardwick
(Teller.}

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [818]: I
intend to oppose the motion, hecanse T con-
sider that the House is engaged in a ridieu-
lous waste of iime. We have heard it said
often that this House should only be engaged
upon business which is really of vital im-

.the financial welfare of the State.
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portance fo the national welfare. Can this
Bill, by any streteh of imagination, be char-
aclerised as a win-the-war Bill? We bave
on the Notice Paper two pages of ifems of
considerable importance, matters affecting
These
should receive immediate consideration, es-
pecially as the State is drifting to leeward
at the rate of millions a year. Yet Minisiers
cannot find time to bring these guestions for-
ward ; they prefer to waste time in discussing
a tiddlyvwinking Bill which eannot possibly
have any effect on the finaneial position of
the State. If the House is oceupied in
wasting time in the pursuit of party war
fare the responsibility for that waste of time"
rests upon the shoulders of those whao hring
the Bills down.

The Premier: What has that to do with
the motion?

Hon. P. COLLIER: It has everything
to do with the motion. The House should
not be engaged on mailers of this deserip-
tion which are of no importance to the State.

The Minister for Works: This is of im-
porlance Lo the Stage.

Hon. . COLLIER: 1 know as muech
about it as the Minister for Works, and I
say it is not.

Mr, O'Loghlen: You could never know as
much as the Mimister for Works if you
lived 200 years.

Hon. I*. COLLIER: From what the Pre-
mier said this afternoon, we galher that it is
proposed to jeitison gnite a number of Bills.
Why? | suppose it is to allow Ministers to
zel back to their offices to give time and at-
tention to affairs of Slale.

Hon. J. Seaddan: Ii is because the Coun-
trv party submarined them without giving
them notice.

Hon. P. COLLIER: 1If it is so desirable
that the session should be closed at the ear-
liest moment, why put forward a Bill of this
character, except that it he for the porpose
of spiking the guns of the Lahour party if
they should suecceed in being returned at the
next election.

The Minister for Works:
party? .

Hon. P. COLLIER: The one that kept
the Government werry on Thursday night.

Which Labour
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This Bill is an evidence of the fact that Min-
isters themselves do not expeet to be re-
turned to the Treasury bench after fhe next
election, and they want to make sure that
the Labour parly, if they come back, will

not have the opportunity of dealing with the-

trading concerns,

The Minister for Works:
you, which Labour party?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Whichever party it
is, the hon. member and his party are mot
game to engage them in a contest.

The Minister for Works: Which party
do you represent?

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister for
Works will not sidetrack me by asking ques-
tions of ihat kind. The responsibility is on
the Government and on the Country party
as well, the naughty boys who were away
rabbit-catching last week, when, aceording
to the Press, they should have been attend-
ing to their Parliamentary duties. There

Again 1 ask

have now been several days wasted in the -

consideration of this measure, and this is
the way in which the business of the House
is being eonducted. What ean anyone expect
other than a hopeless drift month by month
towards bankrupfecy?  We should be en-
gaged in the consideration of measnres
dealing with financial matters, instead of
frittering away our time on a Bill of this
kind which eannot possibly have any effect
for the next twelve months so far as the
welfare of the State is concerned. T am
going to oppose the recommittal of the Bill,
and members will do their duty likewise it
they follow my example. Who is respon-
sible for this motion being submitted? Ts
it the Mimistiry urged on by the Country
party, or is it the Couniry party that is
being dragged on the heels of the Ministry?
Will the Minister for Works say that this is
a win-the-war Bill? All kinds of questions
are being dragged in at the present time as
being of national importance. But in the
wildest flights of imagination eould anyone
characterise this as being of the win-the-war
nature? Therefore why waste time in the
consideration of if, except that it be to give
Ministers power to say that for all time
whatever Government may be in charge of
the affairs of the State, and irrespective of
whatever decision the people may give at
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the polls, no new trading concerns may be
introduced. In Clause 25 we have evidence
of the fact of the slipshod manner in which
Bills are drafted and thrown on the Table
of the House.

Mr. Mullany;
this Bill.

Hon. P. COLL1ER: Why did not the
Minister stick to his original Clause 25%

My, Munsie: The naughty boys fold him
e had to drop it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is further evi-
dence of the kind of respousible Government
we have to-day. We find that the eight mem-
hers of the Country party are dietating the
poliey of the Governmeni. The Government
come down with a Bill containing a clause
to give them absolute power to dispose of
these concerns without consulting anyone,
but, having ascertained that certain mem-
bers of the Country party were not pre-
pared to support it—as well as some mem-
bers of the Liberal party—they now come
down with an amended proposal.

The Minister for Works: What an imag-
ination you have.

Hon. PP. COLLIER: There is no imagina-
tion about it. The new clanse proves what
I have said, Rither the Bill as it was orig-
inaliy presented to the House was ill-con-
sidered, or else the Government are now
taking their instructions from the eight
members of the Country party who are
keeping them in office.

The Minister for Works: ILet if go at
that: go on with your argument.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is argument,
and very pertinent too. The deputation
which waited on the Governor last evening
—T eannot eall it anything but a deputation
—in order to present to His Excellency the
new aspect of the solidarity arrived at—

*Mr. O'Loghlen: And to get a drink and
a couple of cigars.

Hon. P. COLLIER: What I would like
to know is whether the deputation informed
the Governor that the matter had been
patched up subject to this amendment. _

The Minister for Works: I am surprised
at vou asking a question like that; you
ought to know that what passes between the
Governor and Ministers is never disclosed.

The aceountants dratted
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Hon. P. COLLIER: It is because I know
the position that T ask why a private mem-
ber like the member for Nelson, who is not
an adviser to the Governor, should be ealled
in to give advice on a matter like this.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The lion. mem-
her must not diseuss the Governor.

Hon. P. COLILIER : I will not pursue the
matter any further, except to say that il
was a highly improper proceeding. Having
said that, T will leave it there for the pre-
sent.

The Minister for Works: That is a reflee-
tion on the Governor.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not care if it is.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must not pursue the matter any further.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Very well. We may
perhaps have an opportunity of pursuing it
on some other oceasion and in some other
way.

The Ainister for Works: Leave him out.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Not after the mes-
sage he sent here to-day.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I would ask the
leader of the party who took such a prom-
inent part inh the events of the last day or
two, the leader of the naunghty hoys, whether
he proposes to support the recommittal of
this Bill? We would be better engaged dis-
cussing taxatlon measures than in wasting
time on a Bill of this eharacter. I will op-
pose the recommittal.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .. ..o 22
Noes - .- .. .. 18
Majority against .. 4
AYES.
Mr. Buicher Me, Piessa
Mr. Connelly Mr. Robinson
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Smith
Mr. Gardiner Mr. 8. Stubbs
Mr, Genrge Mr. Thomson
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Veryard
Me. Harrison Mr., Wansbrough
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Willmott
Mr. . B. Johnston Mr. F. Wllson
Mr. Lefroy M¢. Hardwlick
Mr, Mitchell (Teller.)
Mr. Nalrn
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Nozs,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Munasia
M. Carpenter . Mr. Senddan
Mr. Chesscn Mr. Taylor
Mr., Collier Mer. Thomaa
Mr., Green Mr. Underwood
br. Holman Mr. Walker
Mr. Hudsen Mr. A. A, Wilson
Me. W 1) Johnacu Mr. O’'Loghien
Mr. Lambert {Teller.)

Mr. Mullany
Question thus passed.

In Committee.
Mr, Holman in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill.
New Clause:
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
move—
That the follvwing be added as Cleuse

4: — Application of Act.— (2) This
det skall apply to— (a) The trad-
ing concerns mentioned in the sche-
dule hereto; (b) Such other lrading

concerns as Parliament may hereafter au-
thorise the establishment of and declare to
be subject to this Aect. (2.) No trading
concerns, other than those to which this
Act applies or shall apply shall, unless ex-
pressly authorised by Parliament, be here-
after established or carried on by the Gov-
ernment of the State or by any person act-
ing on behalf of such Government or under
its authorily. (3} The expression “trad-
Ty concern” means any concern carried on
with a view to making profits or producing
revenue, or of compeling with any trade
or industry now or to be hereafter es-
tablished, or of entering into any business
beyond the usual functions of State Gov-
ernment.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: I hope the clause
will not be inserted in its entirety. On
Thursday last the member for Guildford
(Hon. W. D). Jobnson) moved an amend-
ment to strike ont “Parliament” in Subelause
2, and insert “Legislative Assembly” in lien
thereof. I then objeected to the amendment
on the score that it was attempting to place
in one House alone the power of passing leg-
islation, and T pointed out in any ease that
it was contrary to the Constitution, At the
same lime I made it eclear tha the un-
amended clause also would have the effect
of placing all the power in the hands of an-
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other place. In 1911 the people returned
our party with an overwhelming majority,
vet when we attempted to put our poliey
into operation, the Legislative Council pre-
vented us from so doing. The clauses as
printed will serve to perpetuale the possi-
bility of that sort of thing. The Liberal
parly have not received o mandate from the
people to close any of the trading eoncerns
or even to prevent the establishment of
others. Yet in the clavse they are asking
Parliament to make it impossible for the
people at any future time to give expression
to their will that the system of State trad-
ing concerns shonld be further developed.
The clause can have no effect upon the oper-
ations of the frading concerns already es-
tablished nor on those of trading concerns
which may be established in the future.
Moreover, seeing that the Government have
declared themselves against the establish-
ment of addilional concerns, they will not
require the provision contained in the clause.
(onsequently it can have no effect except in
restriciing the achions of fuiure Govern-
ments. The policy of the present Govern-
ment is to exereise their power-—which they
have received, not from the people, but from
certain members who were elected hy the
people as a mark of their dissatisfaction
with the Liberal pavty—with a view to pre-
venting the public from giving effect
to their will. Liberalism in Australia
is doomed, and the Government can
see  the writing on the wall. This
poliey of preventing the free expres-
sion of the will of the people must give place
to a democratic expression of opinion.
They want to take every opportuniiy of
preventing that and here s one of those
opportunities. And it is an effective one.
The tendency on the one hand of eapitalism
is to combine for their own benefit, and
their own benefit means the detriment of the
general commuonity. The general com-
munity is waking up to this {e-day, and say-
ing that if these things are neccssary for
their existence they ought {o he conirolled
in their interests, and not in the interesis of
a few persons only. The Government are
taking advaniage of the few fleeting munths
which they may have at their disposal for
the purpose of preventing the people in the
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futwre from giving effect to their will. They
are deltberately using powers that they are
not cnlitled fo use, and which they were not
authorised to use, which is having the effeet
of driving the people to unificalion, which
is the very thing that it is desired lo prevent.
We have heard a lot of talk about caucus
rule in the Labour parly, but it is noi to he
compared with what exists amongst our
friends opposite. Here we have the speec-
tacle of the Premier of the State dropping
a homb shell, aceording to the papers, in the
Assembly for (he purpose of fighting his
own supporters. We then find him bringing
them along to a party meeting, a Cancus
meeling. We have so often heard in relation
to Cauens meetings {hat this is a poliey
of hush and should no longer continue; and
yvet we find to-day that the Premier, or
someone else, when approached refuses to
make any reference to the subject of their
meetings and to the arrangements made
thereat. This Bill would not be pressed ex-
cept for one purpose, and that is the at-
tempt on the part of the Government to
restore their prestage as a Ministry, and
nothing else. They have dropped a number
of important proposals appearing on ihe
Notice Paper merely for the purpese of ob-
taining from a third party in the Honse
sufficient support fo enable them to restore
their lost presiage on this partienlar wmea-
sure. What is there in this particular
clause which will help the State in any of its
existing difficulties, or in any one direction?
Is it going to help us to stop {he awful drifi
in our finances, now under the control of the
men possessed of “business acumen.”

Mp.  Nairn: If we had been there five
vears ago it would not have existed,

Hon. J. SCADDAN: There are too many
people who live either in the past or in the
fulure, and who take a gloomy outlook upen
the future by looking hack at the thinwgs
which have transpired. There are too many
persons who do not look at the present.
How is this going to help us to stop the
drift in our finances, or help us to provide
a hetter svstem for the repatriation of our
soldiers? How is 1t going’ to effect any
economies in our State departments or the
general business of the community?

Hon. P. Collier: Or stop the deficit.
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Houn. J. SCADDAXN: Will not the Min-
ister admit that this clause has no lmmediaie
effect, unless the Government propose to
establish other trading concerns?

The Minister for Works: You do not know.

Hon. J SCADDAN: What object can the
Govermment have in insisting upon pro-
ceeding with a measure of this kind, when
at the same time they are prepared to drop
those Bills which they contend would save
the country from hankruptex? We have on
the Notice Paper a list of the fnancial pro-
posils of the Government which were
broughi down, aecording to the Treasurer
himsel, as ithe poliey of the liberals to
straighten our finances and save us from
bankruptey. All their magnificent finan-
vial proposals are going to he cast over-
Loard.

The Minister for Works:
opinion.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: I know that these
financial proposals which the Liberals said
meant so rauch Lo the State ave being thrown
overhvard, because the Country party in-
stst upon this being done, and because the
Government had to throw them over in
order to get their support to pass this
clause, which means nothing to the coun-
try.

The Minister for Works:
mt discuss the Bill?

Hon. J. SCADDAN: Here we have a
Liberal Government absolutely disregard-
ing the welfare of the State, which we are
told requires such close attention, in order
mevely to retain possession of the Treas-
wry benches and the support of this party.

The Minister for Works: That is not

That is your

Why do you

eorreet.
Hon. J, SCADDAN: It is absolutely cor-
rect. They went through the Notice Paper

and decided at this Caucus meeting that,
subject to the Country party agreeing to
rehahilitate them in the eves of the publie,
owing to the offence committed by the
Conumnittee last week in not agreeing to
their absurd proposals in the State Trad-
ing Concerns Bill, and to their recommitt-
ing the Bill and putting in this c¢lause,
which means nothing to the credit of the
State. they would drop a number of the
Bilis appearing on the Notice Paper.
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The Minister for Works: What has this
to do with the Bill?

Hon. J. SCADDAN: 1 want to koow
why this matter is being forced upon the
Chamber to-night?

The Minister for Works: You ave only
wasting time.

The CHAIRMAN: Oreder! The Minis-
ter for Works is net in order in siafing
that we are wasting time. I ask him to
withdraw the remark.

The Minister for Works:
words “fwasting time. "’

Hon. J. SCADDAX: The Liberal tiov-
ernment paid this price—and they have
paid previous prices for the support of the
Country party—to et them out of their
bungling, and to prevent any other Labour
Government establishing State trading con-
cerns. The price they paid was that they
would drop the following matters from the
Notice Paper. There is firstly, the Enemy
Subjects Disability Bill. Ts the Attorney
General proceeding with that measnre? This
wag the first leaf in his book.

Mr. Piesse:
ment.

Hen, J. SCADDAN: They will drop the
Betting Suppressing Bill. I know one in-
dividual whe would be delighted at this.
and he is not a bookmaker. They will drop
the Entertainments and Relail Sales Taxa-
tion Bill, the Land and Income Tax Bili,
the Dividend Duties Act Amendment Bill,
the Land and Income Tax Assessment Act
Amendment Bill, the Totalisator Duty Aect
Amendment Bill, the Permanent Reserves
Act Amendment Bill, the Permanent Re-
serves Bill {No. 3), the Permanent Reserves
Bill (Xo. 2). and the Special Lease Enahl-
ing Bill. Al these measures are to he
thrown overboard and all that we have lefi
are the Fire Brigades Bill, which is of a
non-eontentious nature, the Special Lease
(Stirling Estate) Bill, and the Land Act
Amendment Bill. It has also been agreed
with the Country party to throw overboard
the Electoral Distriets Bill. The credit of
the State is nothing in comparison with the
absolute necessity for remaining on the
Treasury benehes for another month or two
if possible. Why do not the Government

I withdraw the

There was no such arrange-
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take the responsibility of the position they
hold and say to their friends on the eross
benclies, ‘*Here is our policy, we are going
to put it into operation or ask the country
to endorse it, or olherwise?’ The Country
party bave had the strength, and one must
compliment them upon it notwithstanding
that they only number eight, to say to the
Government, ‘*YWe want certain things, give
them to us or you will go out.”’

Mr. Piesse: No fear.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: The Government
found that this was a bomb whieh was
loaded. Tt was not an observation balloon
which could be pulled down at their own
convenience. The Liberal Government talk
about their responsibilities as a Government,
and about the necessity at the present june-
ture of restoring confidence, but there never
was a time in the history of the State when
there was less eonfidence than exisis at the
present moment in the Government of the
country. I am not speaking from the
standpoint of the wage earner, but of the
men who freqguent St. George's terrace. If
the men on the Terrace would only give
niterance to their eonvictions openly—but
they will not for party purposes—it would
be found that they are heartily sick of the
chaotie state into which the country has
been thrown through the muddling of our
friends on the Government benches. The
Government propose to get out of this
muddle by jettisoning all these important
measures. Now, for the purpose of obtain-
ing the suppori of the cross benches, and
in urder to retain office for a few months
longer, tiie Liberal Government have aban-
doned all their financial proposals.

The Premier: I rise to a point of order.
I want to say, first of all, that this is an
ahsolute breach of confidence on the part
of the leader of the Opposition.

The CHAIRMAN: What is the point of
order?

The Premier: That ihe leader of the
Opposition is not discussing the question
bhefore the Committee. He is retailing a
private communication which I gave to his
Whip to lay before him. That is a most
dishonourable action. The Whip comes to
me, and
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Tte CHAIRMAN: The leader of the Op-
position is opposing the inelnsion of this
clause, and he is giving his reasons.

The Premier: He is disclosing a private
communication which [ gave to his Whip,
and which had just been handed to him. It
is most dishonourable.

The CHAIRMAN: The Premier has nis
remedy by speaking after the leader of the
Opposition, The Premier should withdraw
his statement that the leader of the Opposi-
tion is doing something dishonourable.

The Premier: To disclose a private com-
munication of that sort! I never heard of
such a thing.

The CHATRMAN:
withdraw. .

The Premier: I withdraw, Sir. T take
the point of order that the leader of the
Opposition s not addressing himself to the
question before the Committee.

The CHAIRMAN: The leader of the Op-
position is perfecily in order. He is oppos-
ing the inclusion of this elause, and is stat-
ing that there are more important matters
to be dealt with than this clanse.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: 1 had almost over-
looked the fact that we have before us a
huge Bill file, which eost much public money
to print; and many measures on that file
are to be simply jettisoned. I object to go-
ing on, in such circumstances, with a Bill
like this, which is of no importance except
for the purpose of restoring the prestige
of the Government.

The Premier: What has this to do with
the clanse?

Hon. J. SCADDAN: The Premier him-
self, in this very Chamber, has repeatedly
mentioned these other measures as emhody-
ing the poliey of the Liberal party.

The Premier: I rise to a point of order.
We are not now diseussing the poliey of the
Liberals or the policy of the Labour party.
We are disenssing this clanse. I appeal
again, Mr. Chairman, that the hon. member
is ont of order.

The CHATIRMAN: When the leader of
the Opposition is out of order, I shall draw
his attention to the fact. T am keeping an
eye on the debate.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: I am dealing with
the necessity for reinserting this clanse in
the Bill. This clause appears to.be the only

The Premier must
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policy the Governmeni have left now. Every-
thing else that formed their policy has been
remitied for future consideration.

The Premier: Diseuss the clause.

[Mr. Carpenter took the Chair.)

Hon. J. SCADDAN: Of what benefit ean
this clanse be in the near future? How will
it help the Government in their financial
difficulties? How is anyone to benefit from
the clause? Why should there be all this
party wrangling at the present juncture?
Yet we hear the Premier time and again
urging the dropping of party polifies and
the adoption of a win-the-war policy. This
clause represents the Governmeni’s idea of
a national policy, They proceed in the
knowledge that there is a privileged Chana-
ber whiech will prevent this Chamber from
civing effect to the will of the people.

Mr. LAMBERT: I am opposed fo Clause
4, beeause it delegates the powers of this
Chamber to another place. If the Govern-
ment would reasonably ineet the Opposition,
there would be no strong objection to the
Bill. Surely the Governmeni, unless they
have some motive which they cannot avow,
would bear with us in seeking to maintain
the respongibility of the Assembly for Bills
of this nature. It is the duty of members of
the Assembly, as Ministers well know, jeal-
ousty to puard the privileges of this Cham-
ber. The Government, instead of perform-
ing that lhonourable function, seek to dele-
gate the Assembly’s powers to another place.
The Minisier for Works might well expect
eriticism of the Bill from this side since he
knows that it is the set potiey of the Labour
party fo establish State trading eoncerns.
No one would be more ready than myself to
assist the Minister in putting those trading
eoncerns on i soond business basis. Some
of them should he under absolutely inde-
pendeni eontrol. Ultimalely the Labour
party will again oecupy the Treasury bench,
and then we shall expeet the support of
members on the cross benches in putiing
cerfain principles of our platform into effeet.
The establishment of State trading eoncerns
offers the only means of materially assisting
those who are engaged in opening up the
couniry. Are not those honourable members
who specially claim to represent the pioneer
putting themselves in an invidious position
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by opposing the policy of State trading con-
cerns? We know that several members sit-
ting on the eross benches are opposed to
two or three clauses of the Bill. Those
clauses were deleted in the absence of those
members, bat, at the sound of the party
whip, the hon. members return and, after
three or four caucus meelings, arrive at an
nndersianding with the Government. With
that understanding in their pockets, they
approach the Governor.

The Attorney General: ls the hon. mem-
her in order in referring to that matier,
which has nothing fo do with the elause?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
wandering from the poinl somewhat.

Mr. LAMBERT: I desire to show that
there are many important matters which
should be engaging the attention of this
country. His Excellency the Governor,
when issuing his instruction that he would
not grant the dissolution, said he had come
to that decision because there are certain
important matters requiring attenfion; but
instead of proceeding along the lines which
His Exeellency asked them to do, the Gov-
ernmenl, immediately they get rid of the
possibility of a dissolution, ecome here and
throw on the Table this most debatable of
all Bills, and continue along those party
lines they have followed ever sinee they
have been in ocenpation of the Treasury
hench. Tf only the Government will proceed
in the express terms of the instructions
given by His Excellency, there will be little
fault to find so far as this side of the House
is concerned. If they show a genuine desire
to provide for the repatriation of soldiers, as
instructed by His Exeellency, and to pro-
vide for stopping the financial drift which
is now going on, as they have also been in-
structed by His Excellenecy, to prevent a
financial erisis and possibly’ an industrial
crisis also, speaking for mysell personally
1 will be prepared to sit silently by and
assist them in getting their measures through.
But T care not how long T have to stay here,
whether it bhe until the Parliament eventually
dies in Oclober next, if 1 ean prevent mea-
sures of this deseription passing through
this Chamber, I shall willingly stay here.
The Minister for Works has said that his
desire is to obtain a measure which will pat
the trading eoncerns on a sonnd foundation.
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If le were to strike out the highly conten-
tious elements contained in Subelause 2, he
would have the whole-hearted support of
members on this side. That subclause looks
very much like a deliberately designed at-
tempt to slap this party in the face, and to
expect that we as a party shall quietly accept
that insult is too much, however much we may
desire to tacilitate the business of the House.
The Minister must realise that so long as his
party, assisted by other parties, ocenpy the
Ministerial benches, there is no likelihood of
any new trading concerns being established.
If the Labour party come back again after
going to the country, there is not the slight-
est doubt but that we shall proceed to carry
onr platform into effect, irrespective of any-
thing which may be contained, bowever
vaguely or indefinitely expressed, in this
Trading Concerns Bill. I ask the Minister
to give serious consideration to this phase.
Whal is the use of the Premier, when deal-
ing with a message from His Excellency,
making a pre-sessional speech on the sub-
jects of repatriation of soldiers and the re-
storing of the finaneial equilibrinm, when he
at the same fime goes on with contentiouns
measures of this deseription? When we
came back after the Chrisimas recess we
found 42 matters on the Nolice Paper, hut
as had heen pointed out by the leader of the
Opposition, owing to the Country party hav-
ing submarined the remnants of the Liberal
party, all those Bills are to he jettisoned,
and probably within the next few days. The
Government should give an assurance that
before they proceed with measures of this
description, the country will be consulted.
The eountry was not consulted in the matter
of the Governmeni’s oceupaney of their pre-
sent positions, and the leader of the Opposi-
tion has already pointed out how the Gov-
ernment are seeking to take advantage of
their fleeting majorily to shackle this branch
of the Legislature. I ask the Minister to
accept my statement that most of the mem-
bers on this side of the Hounse are genuinely
desirous of assisting every individual Minis-
ter, but for the Govermment to express a de-
sire of getting into recess so as to proceed
with the work of carrying out a scheme for
the repatriation of soldiers and the restor-
ing of the equilibrinm is all nonsense, when
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we know that nothing whatever to that end
is being done.

[Hr. Holman resumed the Chair.]

Mr. THOMAS: 'The clanse before the
Committee and the objects it seeks to attain
remind me of our old friend Titus Lander,
who, were he here to-night, would have cha-
racterised the action of the Minisiry gener-
ally and of the Minister of Works in par-
ticular as aetively “putting the boot in.”
The Minister bas tried to pui the boot into
the Labour party. The course adopted hy
the Government is the greatest sign of weak-
ness they have vet displayed, and the great-
est evidence of their own laek of faith in the
support of their party. 1f the Government
did not believe their occupaney of the Trea-
sury hench is only temporary, there would
be no oceasion whatever for inserting such
a clause in the Bill. Because it is not by the
will of the people as expressed at the poll,
but because of a side wind in politics they
are now on the Treasury heneh, they realise
how flecting is their occupaney of the posi-
tion, and realising this, they are endeavour-
ing to shackle for all time the activities of
this Parliament. In no Bill that has ever
come before this Parliament has there heen
a elause so vital to the liberties of the people
of Western Australia as that we are debat-
ing to-night. There has never been an at-
tempt made previously in this legislative
hall by a subterfuge to so seriously interfere
with the liherties of the people. 1 issued
the warning the other evening that if this
clanse be carried it will indirectly destroy
the principle of adult suffrage, the most
valuable principle of the demoeracy of
Western Australia or of Australia. In
other paris of the world people are offering
their lives to achieve that liberty whieh has
hitherto heen given in this Chamber. But
if the elause which the ingenuity of the Min-
ister for Works or his advisers has evolved
be carried, and the Constitution does not
prevent it from being effective, the power
of the Labour party in the future to carry
their policy into effeet will have heen com-
pletely destroyed. T used the illustration
the other night that if this Parliament went
to the country and the Labour party rve-
turned to the Chamher with 45 out of 50
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members, we should be powerless to undo
what the Government are doing to-day.
When the people come to realise the blow
which is being struck at the heart of de-

mocracy the Government will be dis-
eredited  hy the people for all time.
Whether 1 was sent here as a party
yolitician or not, 1 e¢an sink party
jolities in the interest of my eountry.

Any member who gives away one privilege
of this Chamber is a traitor to the people
who sent him here. T have heard it said that
this Bill is to assert the undoubted rights
and privileges of the Assembly, and yet we
find the Premier to-day flagrantly abusing
that statement. Are we to sit here calmly
and peacefully and allow those righis fo be
filehed from us? If the present Ministry be-
lieve in themselves, what reason have thev to
fear the opinions of the people? If the Gov-
ernment do not fear the people why are they
trymg to hide behind another Chamber?
What 15 the objeet of the proposal except to
defeat the voling power of the people? [
have been given to understand that even if
this be passed it ean bave no legislative ef-
faeet, becanse it will really mean an alteration
of the Constilution. It seems to me common-
sense that an undisputed right ecannot be
iaken from this Chamber, and ultimately
from the people, without an alteration of
the Constitution.  Therein lies onr only
hope of protecting the people of the State
from a temporarv (iovernment realising
that their doom is approaching. But while
in a temporary position they are attempling
to do something which will stem the tide of
democraey for 20 veavs.

The Minister for Works: Ts
member in order?

The CEHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
giving his reasons for opposing the reinser-
tion of this elanse,

Mr. THOMAS: T am trying to show that
the underlyinz meaning of this elause spreads
into a wider field than the hon. member ever
thought we would realise. Hon. members
have made too great a use of their tempor-
arv power thinking the people would snbmit.
but there comnes a time when the power used
by princes and parliaments is taken from
them, and if the hon. member carries out his
vile purpose and if another Chamber stands
by him, as I have no dounbt they will, I warn

the hon.
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hir that there will come a day wlhen he and
his pariy will find that the power of the
people will rise superior o the obstacles
placed in their wayv and thev will say thai
the party guilty of sueh conduet is not
fitted to zovern Western Australia because
the liberty of the country is not safe in
their hands.

Hon, T. WALKER: There ean be no
question in my mind that this elause is di-
rectly nimed at the Labour party as a party.
That there was some neeessity for putting a
measare forward to regulate the business
management of the trading concerns may he
granled. We can all improve upon the
methods in vogne, and as work proceeds dis-
cover defects and make amendments. If the
Rill had confined itsell to that it would have
received my approval and the approval of
all members on this side of the Honse, but
the hon. memher who introduced the Bill, and
others with him, could not resist the oppor-
tunity of expressing lheir antipathy to the
principle which stands for the Labour party,
that of co-operation and doing all for the
people hy the people, than ean be done
through the instrumentality of government.
The party opposite desire private enterprise
in afl things, private right to exploitation,
private right to e management of the busi-
nesses of individuals, and to make mouney
out of the people. That is the line of guid-
ance for those silting opposite. This side
declaves: “Protect the people, do for the
people as a body what cannot be done by
themselves for themselves.” The time must
come when sides will be changed, and what
ig proposed is a barrier put in the way of
their acknowledged successors. The desire is
to strangle a growing movement, a movement
whieh embraces the hopes and aspirations of
the people in order that members opposile
may retain their monopoly, their right to in-
dividual exploitation for themselves and
throw to the dogs, as it were, even the Con-
slituiion thaet they were sworn honourably
to protect. Tt is a violation of all the prin-
ciples of Government. It means that hence-
forth no Government’s honour shall be
trusted, that before anything for the benefit
of the community 15 done the Government
must come first to this Chamber and then to
anather. The British Constitution has wisely
provided that the Government shall have an
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executive function as well as a legislative;
but the present Government of Western
Australia say that there shall be no executive
responsibility to Parliament for their aetions,
that this Chamber and the other Chamber
shall be both legislative and executive. It is
confounding the two important branehes of
a legislature. In fufure no Minister will be
able to act for the benefit of the community
however urgent the occasion may be, In such
cirenmstances what would have been the
position of Lord Beaconsfield when he pur-
chased the Suez Canal shares, thereby taking
an action which was immediately necessary
and beneficial {o his eountry? If we are to
have this kind of legislation, what is to be-
come of State assistance to farmers? Have
the Government ever eome to Parliament and
asked permission to buy bags for the farm-
ers? No, it lias been Ministerial actionh in
every instance.

The Minister for Railways:
of the land.

Hon. T. WALKER: And it is the law of
the land that the Government of the day ean
establish a trading eoncern, if in their judg-
ment it is -for the benefit of the people, and
afterwards ask Parliament to ratify it. What
I am complaining of is, not the carrying out
of the law, but the aunnulment of the
law, which the Government are seek-
ing to-day. They are introducing a new
state of affairs inimical to a growing
community like ours, where emergen-
cies are always arising and where the
Ministry are not worth their salt if they ean-
not face the emergency, but prefer to wait
for Parliamentary authority. It is tearing
up the Constitution which we are sworn to
‘proteet, and it is done out of a contemptible
party spirit which brings forth under the
guise of a machinery Bill a measure atmed
directly at the root of the Labour party. And
this is heing done at the very fime when
hypaerites, both inside and outside the
Chamber, are urging that party differences
shall cease and bickerings be laid dside, that
we shall in unison, with warm hearts and
extended hands welecome from over seas our
fighting brothers who have shed their blood
in order to protect us who have stayed at
home. It is amazing to think that at sueh a
time measures of a strong party character
should be selected to be fought at all costs,

It is the law
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that ihe Liberals and the Country party
should now come together for the purpose
of inlrodueing the bitterest party bone of
contention in the guise or form of a purely
machinery Biil. Were it not for the corrup-
tion of the minds of the people by a servile,
contemptible Press we should bave a howl of
indignation and an exposure of the selfish-
ness and hypocrisy of those enjoying a tem-
porary ill-bought term of office-at the ex-
pense of every prineiple that honourable
men should hold dear.

Mr. CARPENTER: 1 would call atten-
tion {o the effect the clanse will have on those
represented by members on the Government
cross henches. If the clause he passed and
put inlto operation the blame will lie, not so
much on those who framed it as on those
wlto rendered possible its passing, namely
the members of the Country party, who were
sent here in opposition to the party they are
now supporting. In connection with the
wheat pool the Government paid £22,216 of
the farmers’ money in insuranee on the
wheat erop.

The Minister for Railways: Your Gov-
ernment did that, not the present Govern-
ment.

Mr. CARPENTER: The only amount re-
ceived in return was £2,475. The balance,
representing the farmers’ money, has gone
into the pockets of private insuranee com-
panies. Is it the desire of the Country party
that that sort of thing should eontinue next
year and the year after? If they want to
prevent this oeeurring again, and to be con-
sistent, they eannot support this clanse. The
(Government will have to pay luge sums to
the insurance companies probably out of the
pockets of the farmers, who are continually
heing explotted. TUnder the system intro-
duced by the Labour Government, the insar-
ance of Government employees under the
Workers’ Compensation Act was made a
State trading concern. In two years the sum
of £18,000 was bronght back into the Trea-
sury instead of going into these insurance
companies, and at the same time the insur-
ance rate reduced to one-third. That cannot
be gone on with if this clause is passed. The
exploitation on the part of the Government
to which I have referred is going on in many
directions deplored by owr friends on the
cross benches at electioneering meetings.
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This eannot be interfered with if they put
this on the statute-book and so block the in-
terests of those whom they represent. Is it
worth while preserving their seats in the
House for a few months longer by selling
the interests of the farmers who sent them
here?

The Minister for Works: That is an unwar-
rantable insinuation and you have no right
to make it.

Mr. Munsie: It is true, and you know it.

Mr., CARPENTER: And the Minister
knows who the guilty parties are. He and
his colleagues have taken advantage of the
innocence of ihese new wmembers, manipu-
lated them, got them into a joint caucus
meeting, and slobbered cover them. The com-
pact is an evil one, and will be boomeranged
not only upon the farmers but upon those
who have been ithe chief engineers,

The Minister for Works: That is an ob-
Jjectionable phrase and against the Standing
Orders.

Mr, CARPENTER: As a rule, what the
Minister says to me is more objectionahle
still.

The Minister for Works: On a point of
order. According to the rules of the House,
any member about whom remarks which are
objectionable are made has a right to their
withdrawal. I objeet to these remarks, such
as “evil compacts” and the like,

AMr. CARPENTER: If the Minister
thinks the remark objectionable T will with-
draw it with pleasure. I have very much
sympathy for our friends on the cross
benches beeause I believe they will find
themselves in a position that will not long be
tolerated. Once the people who sent them
here realise what has heen done, and how
their interests are being sacrificed for party
polities, they will say to them, “You have
sold your bodies and souls for the purpose
of preserving your seats, and had better get
out.” Because I want to preserve the repre-
sentation of the honest farmer in this House
I am opposing this clause, even though those
who should he opposing it are perpetrating
this act upon the House.

Mr. GREEN: 1 oppose the clause and
partienlarly subelanse (b). There is only
one way for the people to combat the com-
bines which have sprung up, and protect
themselves. The only competition for the
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people, desired by the Minister, is that which
exists amongst the workers by reason of their
anxiety to seek a job, and the only capital
product he desires him €0 have is the arms
with which they labour, What the commeon
people have to see to now is that they are to
some extent protected against the rise in.
prices by inifiating Government enterprises
when certain rings, or combines, have con-
trol of particular ¢ommodities. The object
of the Labour party is to assist them in this
direction. This party is in the position of
not being interlocked with eertain trading in-
terests, whose one desire 1s to get all Lhey ¢an
out of the people, and give the least Lhey can
in return. The working class party have said
that their only hope of being able to live in
the future is to see that the State itself takes
up certain functions where monopolies are
threatened. I regret that, in their anxiety
to remove these State trading concerns, and
prevent any others from being establisbed,
the Government have handed over their
Funclions to another Chamber, and have said
in effect that it is impossible for the people,
although they have no mandate from them fo
say so, to establish any other concern in
order to proteet themselves. I defy the
Minister to prove to this Chamber how he is
going to combat the trust problem, in order
to protect the people of Western Australia,
which it is his duty to do. The interests of
the people cannot be protected in this way
exeept by the inanguration of State enter-
prises. The Minister is even prepared Lo
block the people in their desires hy saying
that he does not eare what trusts there are
amongst them, Le is still going to say that
another Chamber, which probably only re-
presents 30,000 people, shall be in a posi-
tion to turn down the wishes of the people.
He knows full well that another place will
never consent to the establishment of a single
State trading concern, no matter what inter-
ests are threatened, beecause tbat Chamber
represents property interests omly, on ae-
count of the Constitution under whieh it is
elected. That being so, the proposal, whe-
ther the Minister intends it or net, is not
only nnfair to the Labour party but a thrust
at the wishes of the people of Western Aus-
tralia; and that sentiment will, hefore long,
he heard from many platforms. No man of
years of diseretion could believe that this
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clanse is designed as a safeguard against the
establishment of mndesirable State trading
concerns. [t really represents the last ditch
of Conservatism. It is the last blow of a
defeated party, a party rapidly drifting to
doom here as in every other country where
manhood suffrage exists. The young liberal
“{eaching is altogether different from that of
the older school of Liberalism so fully re-
presented on the Treasury bench at the pre-
sent time. The Couniry party—in the man-
ner related by the old norsery rhyme about
“Will you walk into my parlour?’—have
innocently walked into the web spun for
them by the crafty politicians with whom
ibey are at present allied. The farming in-
Jdustry has asked for State assistanee in
many forms, for State wheat, State water,
State food

The Minister for Works: Did
farmer pay for the assistance?

Hon. P. Collier: No.

AMr, GREEN: The farmer also asked for
State money throngh the Agrieultural Bank.
He obtained all these things, all against the
principles of Liberal Ministers. Now the
farmer is asking for State bags and for
State sale of wheat. The last ifem repre-
sents a project very specially opposed to the
principles of the member for Nertham
{Hon. J. Mitchell}, but in this respect even
that hon. member is driven to adopt the
fullest State socialism. The farmer has even
had State medieal attendance for his wife,
in the shape of the baby bonus. Indeed, I
have known farmers ecome to Perth for State
medical aid when suffering from a sore fin-
wer. Some farmers grovel for State aid at
every turn. Their atfitude is very different
from that of the people who ask for State
aid intending to repay the cost. The lead-
ing article in ihe last issne of the Sunday
Times is the finest food for thonght that the
Liberal party could desire. The article
says—

The Government’s humilialion was due
to one of its many blunders in tactics.
Mr. Smith: Read what the article says

about your party, too.

Mr. GREEN: The leader continues—

Tt knew very well that five of the Coun-
try party members could not he present;
knew, too, that the measure was obnox-
ious to the Labonr party, and yet per-

not the
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sisted in bringing the thing on, to the ex-
elusion of matters vastly more important.

The quotation is from a pewspaper which on
all oecasions frames its poliey to suit the
Liberal party. If State railways and State
spur lines are needed by the farmers, then
State steamers are justified for the squat-
ters and other people of the North-West.
I have never heard it argued that the State
Implement Works are otherwise {han right.
When the member for Coolgardie suggested
that there were millions in phosphates for
the cocky if the industry were nationalised,
the cry was, “Hear, hear; one of the most
masterly speeches delivered since the mem-
ber for Bunbury suggested that the South-
West should be cleared free of eost to set-
tlers.” [If there is a glimmering of fair play
in the Country party, who at present are
being led by the nose, let them recoguise that,
Just as the farners need State help, so other
sections of this community need Stale help,
in the form of State enierprises, to keep com-
modilies at reasonable prices. There is a
new State enterprise in the air already—
bulk handling of wheat. That, possibly, is
the only thing in the shape of State enter-
prise whieh would pass the Gpper Chamber;
though T believe that even for it there will
Lie no ehance if this Bill passes. State enter-
prises formed the great question upon whieh,
ahsolntely, the clections of 1911 were fought;
and they will form the question upon
which the elections of 1917 will be
fought; and the question will then prove
just as disastrons to the Liberal party as
did their gerrymandering Bill in 1911. I
want to tell those members responsible for
the bringing forward of a measure which has
for its aim the destroction of State enter-
prises. now existing and io prevent the es-
tablishment of others in the fultore, that
when the people of this State realise how
the priee of food has increased becanse of
the oxistence here of cerlain monopolies,
and realise that the only way of ecombating
this is by State enterprises, and that the
only party which endorses that policy is the
Labour party, those members will meel with
that defeat which they deserve. Members
opposite seem to imagine that the people are
of a low order of intelligence, while they
themselves are a people of remarkable bus-
iness acumen. Their business acumen is such
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that the deficit has gone back woefully since
they have been in office, and they are now
trying to get rid of the State enterprises,
recognising that they are too mueh for them
lo take on. In taking this course they are
looking for a fall and will certainly meet
with it.

Mr. FOLEY: I was not surprised at the
desire of the Minister for Works fo recom-
nit (his Bill, bui in doing s¢ he has shown
a desire to have this clavse dealt with in a
most unfair manner.  This  proves that
when it comes to a question of strength
against strength, side against side, or hrains
against brains, the Minisler is always pre-
pared to adopt any ieans, sometimes not
quite constitutional, to attain his end.

The Minister for Works: Where do the
unconstitutional means come in? :

Mr. FOLEY: When the Minister went
to the Governor thev took an uneconstitu-
tional course,

The Minister for Works: Talk about
.something that you know something of.

Mr, FOLEY: Perhaps I may not pit my
constitutional knowledge against the Min-
ister’s, hut I am prepared to put my com-
mon sense against his or that of any other
Minister., The Government have shown
want of business ability to earry on the af-
fairs of the country. Thev have heen in
office for months, after having continu-
onsly eriticised from this side of the House,
aud to-day the deficit is almost touching
the two millions mark, and will shortly
touch that mark. Realising this and the
claim of the Government to business aen-
men, when we find them introducing tiddly-
winking Bills of this deseription, can they
expect this side of the House to take the
matter lying down? We had the oppor-
tunity the other evening, and personally T
am sorry we did not take it, of sending
them to the country, which thexv have pro-
fessed such a longing for,

The Minister for Works: You were afraid
to go to the country.

Mr. FOLEY : Ministers went to the Gov-
ernor and asked for a dissolution well
krowing that the Governor would not grant
a dissolution. They knew that under ex-
actly similar circumstanees the present
leader of the Opposition asked His Excel-
leney for a dissolution. whieh the Governor
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refused. Was it likely, then, tbat His Ex-
cellency would change his mind? The Pre-
mier took an unfair advantage of the
House by making what was practieally a
Budgel statement when advising the House
of the veply he had received from the Gov-
ernor. When the (fovernment was heaten
the other evening on this ¢lause, Ministers
cried like school children, **I have lost my
jub.”" We had the spectaecle of the Whip
running round and one member seeking the
hair of the Whip aud another his hide—
merely because this clanse of the Bill was
defeated. Bo far as this measure is con-
cerned, the Guvernment were beaten fairly
and squarely the other evening.

The Minister for Warks: We were not.

Mr. FOLEY: Will the Minister tell me
the name of one member who was refused
a paiv by this side of the House before any
division was laken?

Mr. Hardwick: Yes, Mr. Griffiths.

Mr. FOLEY: That is absolutely and un-
demably untrue.

Mr, Hardwick: It is absolutely true.

Mr. FOLEY: ‘When the leader of the
Country party—or rather the member for
Nelson (Mr. Willmett), for I will not eall
him the leader, he is a blind follower—
came to this side of the House before any
division was taken, he said fthe member for
York was ill. I asked him. **Do you want
a pair for him?’" and he did not ask for a
pair. Like lots of other people, the Gov-
ernment. when beaten fairly and squarely
complain that the uwmpire was *‘erook,”’
or make some similar complaint. I defy
any member of the Government or the mem-
her for Nelson to disprove my statemeat,
Regarding the clause, I contend that its
wording is wrong, hecause it gives into the
hands of the Government the power that
no seven men in the State should possess.
We all know that after a matter is settled,
il it was merely a question of regulation,
we could diseuss it, but what e¢hance has the
Legislative Assembly of getting the Legis-
lative Council to father any proposition we
mayv hring forward regarding the trad-
ing  concerns.  Whilst one seciion of
the community has the opportunity of
vetoing what the whole of the com-
munity require we will fight the matter to
the bitter end. TFEverv member should
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new voice his opinion against not only
the re-submission of the clause, buf against
the clause itself. The Minister for Works
said that the syvstem of State enterprises
was all right, but that it was not well car-
ried out. How much better have the pre-
sent Government carried on the State cn-
terprises or indeed the affairs of the State
sinee they have been in offiee? Not unly
have they gone back, but they have put off
a great number of men who were working
in this State. In spite of the faet, too, that
at the beginning of the session they declared
that they did not wish to introduee conten-
ticus matters we find them now snbmitiing
one of the most contentious ever presented
to Parliament. Is that not a travesty on
fairness? 1 trust that the elause will not
be carried,

Personal Explanaiion,

Mr. OLOGHLEN (Forrest): I would
like to make a personal explanation at this
stage. T understand that while I was absent
from the Chamber the Premier, replying to
the leader of the Opposition said that his
conduet was bordering on the dishonourable
in producing information he had received.
I was not guilty of any dishonourable con-
dnet with regard to the matter. T consulted
the Honorary Minister about the daration of
the session and he intimated to me that a
number of measures would be abandoned,
but so that my mformation should be aceu-
rate he asked me to inferview the Premier,
and the Premier struck off a list a number of
measures which he said would not in all
probahbility be proceeded with, and as the
Whip of this party he asked me to put the
matter before the party.

The Premier: You told me that the infor-
mation was for the leader of the Opposition.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: T never hronght the
leader of the Opposition into it at all.

The Premier: You did.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: I am ecerlain of what
transpired. 1 came into the Chamber to
put the matter before members of this party.
T was not responsible for the leader of the
Opposition getting the informaticin. The
member for Guildford evidently supplied it
to the leader of the Opposition. Therefore
T have nothing to apologise for. I make this
explanation because the Government’s pro-

[ASSEMBLY.)

posals were mostly public property before
the Honse met to-day. It was obvious that
many of the measures were to be abandoned.
I came away from the Premier’s office with
the distinet understanding that T was to
place the information I had obtained hefore
members of this party.

Commitlee Resumed,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T regret that the
Government sheuld insist on hringing in
extreme party measures. Sinee the out-
break of war we have had nothing so eon-
tenticus as the present Bill, of which the
clause nnder discussion is the culminaling
point. Quite recently the Government pur-
chased a large number of wheat bags on
behalf of the farmers. No exeeption has
been taken to that. In 1912 the farmers
were materially assisted by the then Gov-
ernment withont any legal authority. No
complaint was made in Parliament. Again,
in 1914, the Government, without legislative
authority, took the farmers on their backs,
and later asked for and secured Parlia-
mentary approval. Tf the Government had
misused or abused their powers in ihis re-
gard, fthe Assembly would have removed
them from office. One way and another,
thousands of pounds of public money in
the shape of bonuses has been given by Lib-
eral Governments to individuals as an in-
ducement to open up private enterprises.
If it is necessary to prevent the Labour
parly from establishing State enterprises, it
is necessary also o prevent the Government
and the Liberal party from using State
funds for the assistance of private enter-
prise. I move an amendment—

That the following be added to stand as
Subclause 3:—"“No private corporation,
compeny, firm, person, or persems, carry-
ing on, or intending Lo carry on, any trad-
tng concern, shall be granted or offered
any bounty, subsidy, or financial or other
assistance in any way whatsoever by any
Minister or by the Government without the
consent and authority of Parliament™

T want to tie the hands of the present Gov-
ernment in exactly the same way as they
praopese to tie the hands of fulure Govern-
menta,

[Mr. 5. Stubbs took the Chair.]
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Mr. CHESSON : 1 second the amendment.
Amendment put and negatived.

New clause put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. 20
Noes . - 17

Majority for .. 3
AYES,

Mr. Butcher Mr. Nalrn

Mr. Connolly Mr, Piesea

Mr. Cunpingham Mr. Smitbh

Mr. Gardiner Mr. Thomson

Mr. George Mr. Veryard

Mr. Grifitha Mr. Wansbrough

Mr. Harrigon Mr., Willmott

Mz, Hickmott Mr. P, Wilsoz

Mr. E. B. Johnaton Mr. Hardwick

Mr, Ltiroy {Teller.)

Mr. Mitchell
Noza.

Mr. Angwin Mr. Munale

Mr. Carpenter Mr. Scaddan

Mr. Chegaon Mr. Taylor

Mr. Collier Mr. Thomas

Mr, Green Mr, Troy

Mr. Hudson Mr. Underwood

Mr. W. D. Johnson Mr. A. A. Wilson

Mr. Lambert Mr. O'Loghlen

Nr. Mullaoy {Telier.)

New clause thus agreed to.
New Clause:
The MINISTER FOR WORKS : I

move—

That the following be added to stand as
Clayse 25:—“Subject as hereinafter pro-
vided, the Minister may sell or lease any
trading concern for such amount, and upon
such terms and condilions as may be ap-
proved by the Governor-in-Council: Pro-
vided that any contract for the sale o
lease of a trading concern shall be laid
before both Houses of Parliament within
fourteen days after the making thereof, if
Parliament is then sitling, and, if ndt,
within fourleen days after the commence-
ment of the nexlt session of Parliament;
and, if either House of Parliament. passes
a resolution objecting thereto. such con-
tract or lease shall be void”

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON:
amendment—-

T move an

1703

That the words “the Governor-in-Coun-
eit” be slruck out, and “Parlioment” ind
serted in lieu.

The cobject is to get Parliamentary approval
before any contract is made for the sale of
any State irading eoncern. As things now
are members of the Country party are being
boodwinked into believing that they are get-
tieg what they desire. Under the clause as
it stands the Government can dispose of
trading eoncerns without the authority of
Parliament, and then if any member of the
House is able to secure a majority of mem-
bers to undo this the contract is rendered void.
The position 1 an impossible one, for if the
Government have sold a concern it is no
good going to Parliament. I believe the
Country party were honest in their desire to
proteet the public against this sort of in-
justice. This clause does not protect them,
and I appeal to members of that party to get
what {hey want inserted in the Bill.

[Mr. S. Stubbs took the Chair.]

Amendment put and division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. . .. 18
Noes .. .. .. .. 19
Majority against .. 1
AYEa.

Mr. Aungwin Mr, Mullany

Mr. Carpenter Mr. Muasie

Mr. Chesson Mr. Scaddan

Mr. Colller Mr. Taylor

M. Grean ¥r. Thomea

Mr. Hudson Mr, Troy

Mr. W. D. Johnsen Mr. Underwood

Mr. E. B. Johnston Mr. A. A. Wllson

Mr. Lambert Mr. O’'Loghlen

{Teller.)y

) Noas.

Mr. Butcher Mr. Nalrn

Mr. Coonolly Me, Plessa

Mr. Cunaingham Mr. Smilth

Mr. Gardiner Mr. Thomson

Mr. Genrge Mr. Veryard

Mr. Grlffiths Mr. Wansbrough

Mr. Harrlson Mr. Willmott

Me. Hickmott Mr. F. Wilson

Me, Lefroy Mr. Hardwick

Mr. Mitchell (Teiler.)

Amendment thus negatived,
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The proviso to
this clause does not contain the usnal time
Jimit in respect of the raising of objection
upon submission to Parliament of contracts
for sale or lease. The Interpretation Aet
does not apply where speeial provision of
this kind is made in a measure.

The Minister for Works: The elause is
perfectly clear.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:
neither clear nor fair.

I'ne Premier: Parliament has control of
the situation.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I may be dull, but
I am too smart to be taken in by the Pre-
mier, as members on the other side are. A
time limit is undoubtedly necessary ip the
interests of a member desiriug to object to
a contract, and also in the interests of o
purchaser or a lessee. Every other measure
containing sueh a proviso as this, also fixes
a lime limit, A private person taking over
a State trading concern and making it pro-
fitable, may, under this proviso, find Parlia-
ment stepping in to declare his contract void.
Tt is only fair to protect even those who pur-
ehase State trading concerns from the pres-
ent Govermuent. )

The Premier: What is your amendment?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: This Bill, like
other measures introdueced by the Govern-
ment, has evidently not received from them
even five minules’ consideration.

The Premier: Move to insert 30 days.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not intend
to move anything. I am opposed to the
selling of the trading concerns; T want to
keep them.

The Minister for Railways: You should
have made them pay.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We would have
made them pay if we had remained in office.
The hon. member would never make any-
thing pay.

Mr. Nairn:
office?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Because the hon.
member’s party bluffed the Country party
as they did last night. I think it is my
duty to draw aftention to the way in which
this clanse has been drafied, and so long as
I draw attention to the incapacity of the
Government, T think T have done my duty

The clause is

Why did you not stayA in

[ASSEMBLY.]

and I bave gone to the extent that I need
go.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: Now that we have
approved that the Governor-in-Council may
sell or lease any of the trading concerns, we
might strike out the proviso in the amend-
ment and insert the proviso submitted by
the member for Williams-Narrogin, which
reads, “Provided that no trading econcern
shall he sold or leased until the approval of
Parliament is first obtained.” The Govern-
ment then will be able to make terms and
conditions for the sale or lease, but they will
not he able to give possession until the ap-
proval of Parliament has been obtained,
With that T would be perfectly satisfied.
This will not prevent the Governor-in-Coun-
cil taking the necessary action, ‘

The MINISTER TOR WORKS: The
proviso is ¢quite clear. Tt sets out that any
contraet for the sale or lease of a trading
concern must be laid before both Houses of
Parlinment within 14 days after the making
thereof if Parliament is sitting, and if not,
within 14 days after the commencement
of the next session, and then if ecither
House passes a resolution objecling
to the contract it shall be declared void., I
will not ohject to 30 davs being added,
whieh will in all give 44 davs in which
members will have the opportunity of bring-
ing the matter before Parliament. In the
interval, of eourse, we would not give pos-
session,

{Afr. Holman resumed the Chair.]

Hon. J. SCADDAN: My proposal will
et the Government out of the whale diff-
culty. It is that Parliamentary approval
should be obtained hefore the contract for
the sale or lease is finalised. If the Govern-
ment are not prepared to do this T will move
it as an amendment.

The PREMIER : The clause moved by the
Minister for Works, with the proviso he pro-
poses to ingert, safeguards the position abso-
lutely. It is all very well for the leader of
the Opposition to talk about securing the
approval of Parliament to a big contraet,
hut we know that such a eourse would, on
occasion, involve considerable loss of time.
TUnder the proposals of the Minister for
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Works, if a sale be made the eontract will
be laid on the Table, and memhers will have
30 days in which to take excepiion to it
and move a motien aecordingly. In the
meantime the Government would never think
of giving possesssion of a big undertaking,
nor wonld the purchaser be so foolish as to
take possession until the expiry of the time
limiiation. E ask the Committee to accept
the Afinister’s amendment, which protects
the situation to the full.

Hon. J. SCADDAN:
ment—

That the proviso be struck out and the
[ollowing  inserled in liew . —“Provided
that possession shall not be givem to un
tntended purchuser ov lessee under a con-
tract of sale or agreement for lease wuntil
the approval of Parliament has been ob-
tained.”

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I am sorry the
Government cannot sec their way to aceept
this proviso. In view of the decision of the
Committee that a trading concern shall not
be started without the approval of Parlia-

I move an amend-

ment, it 1is only consistent to provide
that no trading concern shall he
sold without the approval of DParlia-
ment. Having regard to the tremendons

amount of ecapital invested in these con-
cerns, and of their undoubted ulility in at
least some respeets, I feel very strongly on
this point. 1 am also of opinion that pos-
session of these huge enterprises should not
be handed over until Parliamentary ap-
proval has been obtained.

The Minisier for Works: The Premier
has told vou that he would not give po-
session.

Mr. E. B. JOUNSTON: Then why should
not that be stated in the Bill?

Mr. MUNSIE: T will support the amend-
ment moved hy the leader of the Opposi-
tion. Even if that is defeated T will appnse
the amendment moved by the Minister for
Works, because T feel we shonld be in a
better position under the clause itself than
under the Minister’s proviso. The Premier
has said there is no intention of handing
over possession until Parliamentary ap-
proval is obtained. Then why not put that
in the Bill? The Premier has also said ihat
no intending purchaser would be prepared
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to take possession until Parliament ap-
proved. To my mind that is an idle

contention. The Premier knows that im-
mediately the consent of the Governmer in
Couneil is obtained this is binding upon the
Government, and that if such consent las
been given to any company a few days after
Parliament had risen sueh company would,
if the deal was not subsequently ratified by
Parliament and the eoncern turned out un-
profitable, jump at the chance of getting
domages out of the Government for taking
it away again.

The MINISTER TOR WORKS: With a
slight alteration' the Goverminenl are pre-
pared to aceept the proviso suggested in- .
stead of that appearing on the Notice Paper.
I therefore move an amendment—

That the following proviso be imserted:
“Providing that possession shall not be
given fo any intending purchaser or lessee
under a contract of sale or agreement for
lease wntil the approval of Parliament has
been obtained.”
Hon. J. Secaddan:

Amendmeni put and passed;
clause as amended agreed lo.

New Clanse:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
move-—
That the following be inserted to stand
as Clause 26:—"The proceeds of lhe sale
af any assets of a trading concern shall be
applied in reduction of the capital of such
concern, and in the books of the Treasury
the proceeds shall be placed lo the credit
of the Government Property Sales Fund.”
Question pul and passed; the new clause
agreed to.

Schedule:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
move—

That a Schedule be inserted in the terms
of the Schedule as printed in the Bill as
introdueed.

Question put and passed:
agreed to.

That is all right.
the new

the Schedule

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Bill reported with amendments.
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BILL—ELECTORAL DISTRICTS.
Order Discharged.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
of the debate on the second reading.

The PREMIER {(Hon. Frank Wilson—
Sussex) [11.46]: T move—

That the Order of the Day be dis-
charged.

Question put and passed; the order dis-
eharged.

Hanse adjourned at 11.47 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Thursday, 8th February, 1917.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAY DEPARTMENT
AND ALLBANY FARMERS’ DAY.

Hon. C. McKENZIE asked the Calonial
Secretary: 1, What was the fotal revenue
received by the Railway Department in con-
nection with the Albany Farmers’ Day last
year? 2, What was the aectual profit? 3,
Is the Minister aware that the printing of
tickets, advertising, etc., cost the loecal as-
sociations and Albany people £30, and that
only £5 was allowed by the department to
defray all expenses?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied :
1, £268 15s. 94. 2, It is impossible to say,
but as two trains were run there, very little
profit, if any, could have been made. 3,

[COUNCLL.]

Prior to the running of the trains the De-
partment agreed with the Committee to
allow them £5 for expenses. The Commis-
sioner was advised some six months later
that the total expenses were £35, and offered
if it were shown that the allowance of £5
was not reasonable, to deal fairly with the
comnittee in the matter. Since then noth-
ing further has been heard, and no response
to the offer.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. C. SOMMERS, leave
of absence for six consecutive sittings
granted to the Hon, A. G. Jenkins {Metro-
politan} on the ground of ill-health.

BILL—EARLY CLOSING ACT AMEND-
MENT.
Introduced by the Colonial Secretary and
read a first time.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL LANDS
CHASE ACT AMENDMENT,
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch—East) [4.35] in moving
the seeond reading said: This is a short Bill
which has become necessary on accomnt of
different circumstances which have arisen in
regard to land settlement. The original
Agrigultural Lands Purchase Aect of 1896
set out that the reason for its enactment
was that it was desirable to encour-
age the canltivation of lands near the rail-
ways, and to setile people on such land. That
has been the general purpose of the Agri-
eultural Lands Purchase Act. The 1909 Aect
provides that land, when thrown open for
selection, shall be dealt with under the pro-
visions and conditions of Sections 55 or 56
of the Land Aet of 1898. These sections
deal, in the first instance, with conditional
purchase land with residence, and in the
second instance with eonditional purchase
leases without residence. They go on to
state that the selling price of these repur-
chased estates shall be ascertained by adding
to the price actually paid in cash or deben-
tures for the land £5 per centum of such

PUR-



